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Message from the Administrator

Within days of the formation of the new Northern Beaches Council I was 
approached by the major local sports groups about the need to provide more 
sportsgrounds and improved facilities for sport. 

I was told there was simply not enough fields for the rapidly growing player 
numbers and as a result players were missing out and fields were in poor 
condition. Council owned golf course land was put forward as an option for 
conversion to new sportsgrounds.

Participation rates and community needs for sport and exercise are 
also changing. The recent increase in media coverage of women’s sport, 
from cricket to AFL, to netball and rugby is also increasing demand for 
participation by women and young girls. 

Council also has a role in seeking to address the rise in childhood obesity by 
providing enough facilities and encouraging active sport participation.

As a supporter of sport and also an avid golfer I asked staff to review the 
situation and engage with the community on the options as we plan for the 
future of all sporting facilities on the Northern Beaches. 

This Discussion Paper shows clearly that many sportsfields are wearing out 
from being over-allocated. Currently we have a shortfall of almost 20% of 
what we need, equating to 24 hectares or around 24 sportsfields. Unless we 
improve the capacity of our fields and provide more supply this gap will grow 
even wider, reaching 41 hectares in 15 years. 

Yes we can improve lighting, drainage, grass condition and re-allocate the 
fields to the sports in highest need. We can re-allocate fields to ensure 
female sports receive a fairer share, we can convert playing fields to synthetic 
surfaces so they can be used more often and Council will take up these 
initiatives as a priority.  

However investment in our existing fields can only do so much and will only 
bridge around 10 hectares of the gap between supply and demand. 

Ultimately we have some choices to make: 

• Do nothing and accept the shortfall in supply will continue to grow

• Buy more land 

• Re-allocate existing Council or Crown land to sportsfields

This paper provides a great deal of reliable information to assist people 
reach an informed view and provides cost estimates of the serious options.

I cannot stress enough that Council is listening. While the facts certainly lean 
towards the need for urgent action no decision has been made or will be, 
until extensive community consultation has been undertaken.  

The first step is this Discussion Paper. I invite you to take this opportunity to 
have your say on which options you think we should pursue. 

Dick Persson AM


