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1.2. Who responded1 

 

Gender 
 

 

Age groups 

 

 

Postcodes 

Note: 2104 is 
Bayview 

 

 

2. Background 
An application was received from a group of residents to establish a community garden at 
Annam Road Reserve, Bayview.   

The garden group is intending to grow organic produce (fruits and vegetables) and flowering 
plants, promote sustainable lifestyles, provide a neighbourhood meeting place and 
opportunities for social interaction and promote physical activity. 

The proposal is consistent with Council’s Community Garden Policy and Community Gardens 
Guidelines. 

The project’s impact is assessed as level 4 – low impact in accordance with the Northern 
Beaches Council Community Engagement Matrix, resulting in a community engagement 
process devised on a single staged approach. 

 

3. Engagement objectives 
Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

• provide accessible information so the community and stakeholders could participate in a 
meaningful way; 

• identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values; 

 
1 Demographic data was gathered by request only. The data represented only includes those respondents who provided this detail 
through the Yoursay process. 
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• seek out and facilitate the involvement of those affected by or interested in the project; 
and 

• communicate to the community and stakeholders how their input was incorporated into 
the planning and decision-making process. 

 

4. Engagement approach 
Community and stakeholder engagement for the proposed community garden at Annam Road 
Reserve, Bayview was conducted over a four-week period, from Wednesday 26 April to 
Sunday 28 May 2023.  

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Strategy (2022).  

A project page2 was established on our Have Your Say platform with information provided in 
an accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through our regular email newsletter (EDM) channels. A 
letterbox drop to 270 neighbouring residences was carried out on 26 April 2023. 

Feedback was captured through an online submission form embedded onto the Have Your 
Say project page. The form included a question that directly asked respondents for their level 
of support on the proposal.  

An open-field comments box provided community members a space to explain or elaborate on 
their support, not support or neutral sentiment as well as any other feedback they wished to 
contribute.  

Email and written comments were also invited.  

A drop-in session was held on Saturday 20 May. Prior to the meeting, the proposed 
community garden area was pegged out and the boundaries marked with yellow paint. The 
drop-in session provided opportunities for discussion between the community, stakeholders 
and Council staff.  Members of the proposed community garden attended the drop-in session, 
some had not met before, and other people who attended asked to join the garden group.  
Feedback provided during the drop-in session has been taken into consideration and those 
who attended were encouraged to make submissions. 

Follow up contact was made with immediate Reserve neighbours who did not respond during 
the exhibition period to provide further opportunity to comment. 

4.1. Reaching diverse audiences  
A thorough stakeholder mapping exercise was completed to identify and understand the 
needs of the whole community. 

It was determined for this project that it was particularly important to hear from adjoining 
residents, Aveo Bayview Gardens Retirement Living village, which is directly across the road, 
and Bayview Golf Course. 

 
2 https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/proposed-community-garden-annam-road-reserve-bayview  
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Appendix 1 Verbatim community and stakeholder responses∗ 
 

Number Comment/submission 

1 Fabulous idea and makes use of land that is not utilised. The proposal needs to ensure easy 
access through the block though 

2 Great idea, will bring the community together over a shared interest. 

3 The garden is a wonderful idea.  I've seen a similar garden in North Arm Cove which is a great 
source of community interaction and allows people to have a garden when it may be 
impossible in their own setting. 

4 No written comment provided 

5 I think this is a wonderful idea. Great for sustainability and for connection between residents in 
our community. 

6 Love the idea. We will certainly participate and contribute. 

How would the site work? Would each house be allocated a plot or is it all collectively 
contributed to therefore collectively harvested from? 

7 I am in  and look forward to this wonderful proposal coming, to fruition. 
Keep me posted. 

8 This is an excellent idea, it will be a great focus for the local community and those wanting to 
learn and spend time cultivating. 

9 I think it is a great idea and hopefully one will be set up in Warriewood where I live. 

10 Its location on Annam Road will further exacerbate the parking limitations due to continual long 
term trailer and boat parking in the immediate vicinity of the proposed community garden 
which already severely restricts resident and guest parking.  

The most appropriate approach to overcoming this parking and traffic issue is to install signage 
that will eliminate long term parking of boats and trailers in the immediate vicinity of Annam 
Road Reserve. 

11 I think this is a great initiative that would be well supported and provide a community hub.  I 
live in Bayview and there is no community hub that I know of at the moment.  A community 
garden would be a perfect way of providing this whilst also being a useful eco friendly initiative. 

12 Any way of encouraging community to work together to grow food, native plants etc is good for 
community. 

Having a site next to a retirement village is particularly good in helping to bring generations 
together and sharing knowledge . 

13 I would love to see a community garden in Bayview. I have to go to Newport at the moment, so 
this would be a lot closer so able to go more often. 

14 I live in Bayview but on a steep hill and have tried for many years to grow my own organic 
veggies and have always been defeated by the local wildlife. So I would love to join this project 
and participate in a community garden, and get the benefits of social contact along with 
growing veggies. I think it is a great idea, and is just what I have been looking for! 

 
∗Personal details and inappropriate language have been redacted where possible. Spelling and grammatical errors have been amended 
only where misinterpretation or offence may be caused. 
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Number Comment/submission 

15 This is a wonderful idea! I’d also like to see council encourage gardening in our community by 
having an annual private garden competition where the public can visit the entrants gardens 
one weekend & vote for the best ones. This would encourage more people to take up 
gardening with its physical & mental health benefits as well as inspire existing gardeners. I’m 
sure Flower Power or other garden related businesses & the Mona Vale Gardening Club would 
supply a few prizes. NBC encourages the arts which is great but encouraging gardening is 
great for the environment & community health. 

16 Community gardens always add to the social structure of the surrounding population. 
Especially bringing the youngest into contact with the mostly older gardeners. 

17 As a mona vale resident I can see that this will benefit our community substantially.  An 
outdoor classroom for all ages, an increase in biodiversity along a wildlife corridor, located next 
to a retirement village will increase the sense of community. With the ever growing plethora of 
apartments leading to loss of gardening opportunities, this initiative will benefit many. 
Congratulations to the lead community group who have nurtured this project for the benefit of 
all. 

18 An excellent idea. Anyone who watches Gardening Australia will know how beneficial 
community gardens are, particularly if residents of different cultures are encouraged to share 
traditionally grown vegetables. ‘One who plants a garden, plants happiness’ ���� 

19 What an absolutely beautiful idea, fully supported by us with no changes. 

20 No written comment provided. Ticked support. 

21 This is a GREAT idea; people get to meet & communicate, exchange information on growing 
self-sustaining food. The proposed site is opposite a retirement village which is great, 
residents can just walk across the road to tend their hobby farm! We have a micro farm in the 
back yard where we live at Palm Beach, we have grown tons of fresh greens over the last 10 
years, it's an enjoyable pursuit with a practical outcome. We share with the Neighbours and in 
summer go to sleep with the aroma of the herbs wafting through the windows. I ask the council 
to get this great idea going & not to wait years to get positive responses from the Neighbours 
in the area. Gardening is productive & it's NOT noisy & intrusive. It's people connecting with 
Mother Earth. Go to it council people, make it happen, it's a very positive initiative that will 
have a great outcome, people meeting & communicating with people.  

22 A great idea. I am familiar with a community garden in Artarmon and would like to see more on 
the northern beaches. Community engagement, healthy outdoor activity and the joy of 
gardening, I wish them every success. 

23 I have no problem with the concept of the garden. While the applicant group has requested 
bicycle racks, I imagine many users of the garden will arrive in cars. There is very limited 
parking along this stretch of Annam Road, due in no small part to the presence of a number of 
trailers and boats, many of them parked adjacent to Annam Road Reserve. I could not find in 
any of Council's documentation a reference to parking issues. 
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Number Comment/submission 

24 Submission 1 

I have several concerns in regard to this proposal: 

The inclusion of a BBQ would encourage evening gatherings, with alcohol, of people not 
connected to the garden.  There are several BBQs with amenities at Winnererremy Bay only 
1km away. 

The proposed driveway, with the possibility of trucks entering and reversing, would pose a risk 
to other members of the community who use the reserve, namely children walking through the 
reserve on their way to and from school, mothers with young children who play in the reserve, 
and elderly residents of the nearby Bayview Retirement Village who exercise their dogs in the 
reserve. 

I have looked at other Community Gardens in the Northern Beaches area and found them to 
be neglected and untidy, e.g., empty pallets and pots left on the sites. 

Submission 2 with permission: 

Following a meeting on Saturday 20th May with Council Representatives and local residents, 
we would like to suggest that the proposed Community Garden site be shortened by 10 metres 
from the northern end and possibly widened slightly to achieve the same overall area space.  
This would be more acceptable to us and would also mean that the garden would benefit with 
more sunlight as the northern end of the Reserve is quite shaded. 

25 I think it is a great idea.  It will be a great opportunity to bring older and younger generations 
together. It can definitely work if executed well and cared for. 

26 Submission 1  

After meeting onsite today with  and other community members I'd very 
much like to request that the proposed location on the reserve be moved to the western 
boundary. 

(1)  There is more sun for growing of vegetables etc 

(2)  It is further away from the neighbours on the  who are concerned by the 
garden 

(3)  It leaves more space to play for children etc where they currently do play, which is where 
the make shift swings have been put up and the seats placed.   

Thank you for considering this!   

Submission 2 

I do have one comment on the proposal however and it is the moved location on the site. I 
understand it was moved to reduce noise from the garden to the houses on the western side 
and also to maintain space for children to play.  

I would comment however that the move has taken to the shaded and less suitable part of the 
reserve. I would suggest going halfway from the original to retain sunshine but still provide a 
good buffer to the houses. I think children will play all around no matter location and to date 
this has actually been under and around the trees.   

27 I would like to support the establishment of the proposed Community Garden at Annam Road 
Reserve, Bayview 

28 No written comment provided.  Ticked Support. 

29 This is a wonderful activity and with the retirement village so close, may also be available to 
them. 

It would be lovely to have the option to drop off kitchen vegetable scraps as is available via the 
Newport community garden.  Currently council does not permit food waste to be included in 
the green bins and this would offer an alternative to it going into general waste. 
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Number Comment/submission 

30 I am writing this submission as the  
 Barkala Road Bayview. 

Following comments: 

1. Please note that despite the fact that council told us at the on site meeting that 300 
notifications had been delivered in the surrounding areas, it would appear that the owners 
living in Barkala Estate were not properly notified of this proposal despite lot 1 Barkala Road 
being a directly adjoining property to the council reserve public land to be used for this 
proposal. We only found out about this proposal by reading an article in one of the local 
magazines. 

2. Please note that our Emergency Vehicle Access (EVA) trail directly borders on this public 
council land. It is a 10.5m strip of land which borders on Annam Road properties, which is only 
used in case of emergencies such as fires, flooding or other, when our Estate’s exit to 
Nangana road is blocked, or when urgent egress or exit is required by emergency services 
such as Fire Trucks or Ambulances.  

As such the 19 owners of Barkala Estate, who all co-own this lot 1 Barkala Road property 
through our Community Title Association, mostly use this trail for walking, or other private 
recreational activities. 

This private land, sits between the council park land and the golf course land. 

Trespassing onto our private land is strictly prohibited. 

3. If the use of the council public land would be intensified by creating a community garden, 
then we would need assurances from Council that additional people attending this area would 
not wander onto our private land, either for a walk or to access the golf course.   

Our Association does not wish to have to add to our legal liabilities and insurance costs if we 
were to have the general public wander onto or use our private land due to the proximity to this 
proposed community garden and the ease of access. 

6. Please be aware that the whole area is part of a wild life corridor with many vulnerable 
species in and around the area. A community garden would need to ensure all care has been 
taken to protect these vulnerable species. 

7. The area is a high bush fire risk area. Any public BBQ facilities should be discouraged due 
to this high risk. 

8. Many of the trees on the public land appear to be close to their end of life. A number of large 
old trees have already fallen in the surrounding area. A detailed arborist report should be 
prepared to ensure that there is no danger to the public attending such a community garden 
from large falling tree limbs or trees. 

Thank you for your consideration of these points 

Our Community Association has had issues where golfers who live somewhere on Annam 
Road, have used the council park land to drive their golf buggies across the council reserve 
and then drive across our private land to access the golf course. 

We have had to put large boulders in place to stop this access by golf buggies. 

4. With more intense and more regular public use proposed, council should place a fence 
across this boundary to stop the general public from being able to access our private land via 
the council park or to use our land to enter and leave this proposed garden area. 

Council’s public parkland is the only property bordering our private land along this Emergency 
Vehicle Access Trail (EVA) which currently does not have any boundary fencing across it to 
stop any public access. 

5. Barkala Estate, Association DP270239 does not permit any public access onto our EVA trail 
for any use other than for emergencies or for Barkala residents use. 
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Number Comment/submission 

We do not give permission for our EVA trail to be used for any purpose linked to the proposed 
community garden. 

31 While I live at Collaroy and am no where near the proposed community garden, I routinely 
watch the ABC's Gardening Show at 7:30pm on a Friday evening.  After many segments of the 
shows have shown the immense benefits to community members = learning gardening from 
the experienced founder members, meeting "neighbours" from your area that you would never 
otherwise meet, making new friends, sharing the produce of the gardens, increasing 
household and council land productivity in an Urban environment, supporting families' 
household food budgets, promoting more healthy eating habits with totally fresh produce, 
reducing refrigerator clutter with supermarket bought vegetables in advance / frozen packaged 
vegetables by enabling pick as you need for immediate consumption at home that night. 

There are no negatives to a community garden, unless you get self obsessed, greedy 
members and those are inter personal problems for the managing group to sort out. 

32 No written comment provided. Ticked Support. 

 SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED OUTSIDE YOUR SAY 
33 Hello, I’ve just logged into the portal for the community garden project. I’m in it to learn more 

and participate and meet new people in my community.  

I hope it goes smoothly and there is interest from others. 

34 Would like the proposed community garden to be an open space and not an enclosed space.  
Welcome to call to discuss.   

35 Dear NBC, Open Space and Recreation Planning team, Re: Proposed Community Garden - 
Annam Road Reserve 

I am writing to indicate my support for the proposed reserve. I was in the process of attempting 
to organise a community garden at Narrabeen RSL prior/ during COVID, but the community 
interest/ administrative/ cost issues seemed too great.  I would like to propose a syntropic 
model which rehabilitates the soil, incorporates natives/ wildlife sustaining plants on the outer 
borders (as wind breaks) and native Australian bush food (also with a view to using the garden 
as a seed bank and promotion of Australian bush tucker plantings. I have incorporated this 
concept to rehabilitate the degraded clay/ sand plot in designing my own garden and perhaps 
a planning day could attend at my garden at 7 Narrabeen Park Pde Nth Narrabeen to see the 
concept in action? 

Could I please also attend on any future planning or information evenings? Please do not 
hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or comments. 

36 Good morning, .  Thank you for supporting the Community Garden project. It was good 
to meet you yesterday. I would like to express my very positive support for this idea and I hope 
we can get the project moving as quickly as possible, so we gain momentum and enthusiasm 
from the locals. I agree that a local meeting space with a gardening focus is very appealing 

37 On Saturday 20th May I attended a community meeting in the park in Annam Road.  I live 
alongside the park on the and am looking forward to 
this activity. I have only lived here since 8th April 2020 but would be delighted to help with the 
set up of the community garden and I have no problem at all having the garden near my fence 
line if that is decided by the group.  Thank you for considering this proposition.  

38 I do not support the proposal for a Community Garden in Annam Road Reserve, Bayview for 
the following reasons: 1. Inappropriate location on steep section of Annam Road. 2. Very 
limited parking. The suggestion that most people would walk to the site is unrealistic.  3. 

has its own community garden for 
residents. 4. Community gardens are more suited to areas where there is more intense 
development (e.g. unit blocks) where people have no space for a garden and can benefit from 
social interaction. 5. The surrounding area consists mainly of houses with well tended gardens. 
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Number Comment/submission 

It is a quiet location and the Reserve is appreciated by many people in the area for its quiet 
setting. 6. Very few people attended the community meeting held on the site on 20th May. 7. 
Planting more turpentine trees (syncarpia glomulifera) and other suitable trees to support 
birdlife, which is declining due to removal of trees for construction, etc. in the area. 8. I have 
lived in this locality for more than 10 years. 

39 

 



 

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report 
Proposed community garden – Annam Road Reserve, Bayview Page 16 of 19 

 

Number Comment/submission 

39 cont. 
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Number Comment/submission 

39 cont. 
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Number Comment/submission 

39 cont. 

 






