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2. Background 
Northern Beaches Council is undertaking the renewal of Trafalgar Park Playground in 
Newport, as part of a commitment to provide a diverse range of high-quality open space and 
recreation facilities to meet the needs of the community. 

The playground is a neighbourhood level playground that serves the needs of the Newport 
community on the western side of Barrenjoey Road. The playground is situated amongst 
established trees and open grass areas of Trafalgar Park and located across the road from 
Newport Primary School.  

 

3. Engagement objectives 
Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

• build community and stakeholder awareness of participation activities 

• provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can participate in a 
meaningful way 

• seek out and facilitate the involvement of those affected by or interested in a project 

• communicate to community and stakeholders how their input was incorporated into the 
planning and decision making process. 

 

4. Engagement approach 
Community and stakeholder engagement for the Playground renewal – Trafalgar Park, 
Newport was conducted between Friday 25 August and Sunday 1 October 2023, and 
consisted of a series of activities that provided opportunities for community and stakeholders 
to contribute. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Strategy (2022).  

A project page2 was established on our have your say platform with information provided in an 
accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through our regular email newsletter (EDM) channels.  

 
2 https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/playground-renewal-trafalgar-park-newport  
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Feedback was captured through an online comment form embedded onto the have your say 
project page. The form included a question that directly asked respondents to identify their 
preferred style of playground equipment for 6-10 year olds. 

An open-field comments box provided community members a space to explain or elaborate on 
their support, not support or neutral sentiment as well as any other feedback they wished to 
contribute.  

Email and written comments were also invited.  

 

4.1. Reaching diverse audiences  
A thorough stakeholder mapping exercise was completed to identified and understand the 
needs of the whole community.  

It was determined for this project that it was particularly important to hear from representatives 
of Newport Primary School. 

In addition to regular engagement methods, we also visited Newport Primary School and 
spoke with all Year 1 students and teachers about playground design and the upcoming 
Trafalgar Park playground renewal. This also formed part of the student’s learning assignment 
for the term.  

 

5. Findings 
Feedback collected during consultation from residents, parents/carers and children indicated a 
majority level of support for the proposed renewal of Trafalgar Park Newport playground. 

As part of the consultation, the community was asked for their opinion on a preferred style of a 
senior play piece. These results would help guide the selection of a play piece for Trafalgar 
Park and potentially other future projects. Results are shown in Table 1 below. 

Most respondents made written comments regarding the renewal. Many regarded aesthetics 
and environmental issues to be important as Trafalgar Park is an existing naturalistic 
landscape with mature native trees and open spaces.  

Many responses discussed preferred play equipment types, provided other playgrounds that 
are good examples and stated their desire for other amenities such as toilets and upgraded 
car parking.  
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Table 1: Results of preferred style of senior play equipment. 

Option Equipment Your Say 
Responses 
(48 Responses) 

Newport Public School 
Year 1 Students 
(82 Students) 

A 

 

29% 12% 

B 

 

21% 56% 

C 

 

6% 4% 

D 

 

4% 4% 

E 

 

2% 0% 
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Option Equipment Your Say 
Responses 
(48 Responses) 

Newport Public School 
Year 1 Students 
(82 Students) 

F 

 

15% 24% 

 No Selection 23% NA 

 

Image showing selection of preferred senior play equipment by Newport Public School Year 1 
Students. 

 

 

  
























