


































































































































































































































































































1.0 Description & Category

1.1 Location and Description

Refuge Cove Reserve  is located in Taylors Point 
on the southern side of  Refuge  Cove.  This narrow 
foreshore Reserve occupies 1.01 hectares and lies 
between the eastern shoreline of Pittwater Estuary 
and residential properties along Hudson Parade.  The 
main access is a path and steps opposite Hudson 
Parade.

1.2 Land Tenure and Property Description

The Reserve is owned by Pittwater Council, being 
described as Lot 17 in DP 217688, Lot 1 in DP 
222134, Lot 5 in DP  261693,  Lot  33  in   DP
233469. Lot 2 in DP 827733. Lot 5 in DP 261693
The land was  zoned 6(a) Open Space - Existing
Recreation and is now zoned E2.

1.3 Category of Land

The Reserve is community land under the Local 
Government Act 1993   It  is categorised as General 
Community Use, and as a Natural Area.  The Natural 
Areas are further categorised as Bushland, Forehore 
and Watercourse     It meets the defi nition of urban 
bushland described in State Environmental Planning 
Policy No 19 - Bushland.  See Figure 1 Land 
Categorisation.

2.0 Natural and Cultural Heritage

2.1 Topography, Geology and Soils

Refuge Cove Reserve is a narrow strip of land with 
a west to north-western aspect located on a short, 
steep foreshore slope    The shales and ssandstones 
of the parent geology relate to the Newport formation 
of the Narrabeen Group Rock platforms, displaced  
upslope  sandstone 
fl oaters and exposed shale stratum are apparent 
throughout the Reserve.  

The soils derived vary from shallow to moderately 
deep brown, red and gleyed podzols characteristic of 
the Watagan soil landscape.  

The landform and clay content contribute to 
the potential for mass movement and present a 
severe soil erosion hazard if disturbed. 

2.2  Hydrology

The foreshore Reserve has three creek lines 
discharging to sandy beaches or mudfl ats 
and mangroves in Pittwater.  The catchment 
commences at Bilgola Plateau with very 
steep slopes occur in the mid catchment and 
development is residential with kerbed roads.

2.3 Vegetation
The vegetation is Spotted Gum (Corymbia 
maculata) is the dominant species  with 
associated species including Broad  leaved  
White  Mahogany  (Eucalyptus  umbra), Grey 
Gum (E. punctata)  and Grey Ironbark (E. 
paniculata) on the exposed slopes. Understorey 
and groundlayer species include Narrow-leaved 
Geebung (Persoonia lineans). Burrawang 
(Macrozamta commums) and Kangaroo Grass 
(Themeda australis}, while species such  as 
Blueberry Ash (Eleaocarpus reticulatus), Mock 
Olive (Noteaea longifolia) and Water Vine (Cissus 
hypoglauca) occur in sheltered gullies.
Stands of Swamp Oak Woodland dominated by 
Grey Mangrove (Avicenma marina
var  australasica) occur along the tidal foreshore. 
Tongue Orchid (Dendrobium linguiforme) cling to 
large sandstone fl oaters on the water's edge

2.4 Fauna

The many mature trees provide valuable habitat 
in the form of tree  hollows  and  high nesting 
opportunities.  The Reserve  also  acts  as  a 
stepping stone for birds and bats using the 
western foreshores as habitat.   Council's Habitat 
and Wildlife Corridor Conservation Strategy
maps the Reserve as " Corridor - Co1 " which 
indicates corridors   or   habitat areas   though 
disturbed are likely to be of value due to good 
crown cover and/or understorey
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2.5 Aboriginal and Non-Abonriginal Sites

Numerous   Aboriginal sites, including rock 
engravings and middens. have been recorded at
the Reserve and there  is potential for others to  
exist.

There are no known European heritage sites in 
the Reserve

   3.0 Signifi cance and Objectives

3.1 Statement of Signifi cance
Refuge Cove Reserve is signifi cant because:

it protects an example of bushland of Pittwater’s 
Eastern Foreshore in a similar condition to that 
which occurred when the area was fi rst visited by 
Europeans

it protects  Aboriginal sites which demonstrate
the  link  between  the  land  and   its original 
human inhabitants

it Includes Spotted Gum Forest, a community  
which has conservation  signifi cance   at  a
State level

it includes  examples  of  plant  communities 
which are inadequately  conserved in the 
Pittwater area, namely the Mangroves  and 
Swamp Oak Woodland communities

It is an important part of the habitat and wildlife 
corridor for faunal movement on the Barrenjoey 
Peninsula

It contributes to the landscape quality of Clareville 
and provides a record of the original landscape 
and the changes wrought by urban development,

it is an education resource and a contact point 
with nature for residents, and

it allows urban residents to undertake informal 
recreational pursuits in a bushland setting.

3.2 Management Objectives

The management objectives for Refuge Cove 
Reserve are:

 to protect the natural and landscape features of 
the Reserve,

 to maintain the natural range of structural and 
fl oristic diversity of bushland in the Reserve

 to conserve Aboriginal sites in the Reserve.

to  conserve  signifi cant plant  communities, 
namely Spotted Gum Forest, Mangroves and 
Swamp Oak  Woodland.

to conserve the habitat and wildlife corridor 
values for native fauna.

to   adequately   manage   the   bushland   in 
relation to encroachments and weed  invasion,

 to protect life and property from wildfi re and 
to maintain  ecological processes by seeking 
to  maintain a near-natural fi re regime in the 
Reserve to conserve native fl ora and fauna in 
the Reserve,

 to control introduced animals in the Reserve,

to   provide opportunities for   low   impact 
recreational and educational use of the Reserve 
consistent with the other objectives,

to  encourage  community appreciation  and          
management of the Reserve, and

to  control erosion and  address  areas  of 
instability.
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       4.0 Management Issues

4.1 Weed invasion & Bush regeneration

Weed invasion is well-established along the 
length of this  narrow Reserve and appears di-
rectly 
related to garden escapes from nearby res resi-
dences or dumped garden waste   1 ne worst 
areas, in 
particular are the northern section of the Reserve.  
have  been  compounded   by  fi ll   or
  stormwater   In the wetter areas  weeds include         
Willows,  Balsam.   Crofton.   Mist  
fl ower   and Bamboo. whilst in other areas As-
paragus Fern.
Ivy. Lantana. Mother of Millions and Kikuyu are 
present    Eucalypt dieback  IS  evident in some 
tree stands

A bush regeneration program in this narrow Re-
serve should have local participation to ensure 
long 
term success   initially. areas of least weed would   
be   targeted.   and   areas   adjacent  to
  creeklines   tackled    once    other    areas    
have       
stabilised

  4 2 Stormwater management                               

Stormwater is piped into the Reserve. Apart from 
weedy  areas  where  residents have  directed 
overland fl ows    Impacts on eucalypts. creek 
banks and weed invasion Will be monitored

4 3 Fire Regime

Management of the fi re regime  in the Reserve 
will  be undertaken by the Warringah Pittwater 
Bushfi re Management Committee in accordance 
with Circular C10- Planning for Bush Fire Prone 
Areas   The Reserve will be regularly 
monitored for  fuel  loadings  and  any  hazard 
reductions required will be undertaken in accord-
ance  with  the  Draft  Fuel  Management Plan.

Ecological  considerations Will be  assessed  by
Council    Environmental    Staff    to    determine
  the methods of hazard reduction and coordinate 
with follow-up bush regeneration.

4.4   Management   of   Native  Fauna  and
Introduced Predators

Refuge Cove Reserve provides good habitat for fauna 
with a variety of habitat components   The 
winter-fl owering  Spotted  Gum and  other eucalypts 
with abundant pollen or nectar such as Grey Gum 
and  Grey  lronbark  provide suitable habitat for the  
Squirrel Glider,  an  endangered population 
on the Barrenjoey Peninsula.

A Pittwater wide public awareness campaign Will ad-
dress  the  value  of  bushland  as  habitat  for
fauna and how residents can be responsible neigh-
bours by ensuring that 
domestic cats and dogs do not roam in the Reserve    
Compliance signs can assist this   Feral cat 
andd fox predation IS an issue that needs to be ad-
dressed through a Pittwater-wide control strategy

4.5 Access, walking tracks and recreation

Access is  available at  one  of three unmarked access 
handles.     At the Northern Cove access, the terrain 
is too rough, at the other an encroachment has been 
extended as a garden and  landscaped .  The main ac-
cess is via a stairway and concrete steps and then an 
informal track to the foreshore. This path is used for
access to dinghies stored on the foreshore or to
fi shing off the rock platform and the rough old stone 
wharfs.  An old boathouse occurs at the  
southern end of the Reserve and the sandy beaches  
are  used  regularly.      There  are numerous 
Informal paths in some sections of the Reserve

Access at the northern section could be improved if 
the path was extended.  Combined with educational 
signage this would   allow   public
access to the interesting Mangrove area.   Work
should also  incorporate a revegetation programme of 
the fi ll embankment



4.6 Boundaries and neighbours

To  create  and maintain views, some residents have encroached by pushing fi ll into the Reserve.  
Often, the extended areas are included  in maintained gardens and vegetation dumped in large 
piles beyond the encroachments.  These encroachments are illegal and threaten the integrity of 
the Reserve and should be returned to the public Reserve.  A community awareness program is 
required to encourage the inclusion of local native plantings in residential properties, explaining 
stormwater issues and to link dumped vegetation to weed infestation and fi re hazard.
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5.0 Performance

Management
Objectives

Performance 
Targets 
(Actions)

Responsibility Completion 
Date

Capital 
Cost

Recurrent 
Cost

Performance 
Measures

Weed control 
and bush 
regeneration

Letterbox drop 
for volunteer 
group

Natural 
Resources

When 
community 
demand

$1400 pa Group 
commenced

Management 
of native 
fauna and 
introduced 
predators

Public 
awareness 
campaign for 
responsible 
pet ownership 
and feral 
animal 
program

Natural 
Resources and 
Compliance

When funds 
available 
as well as 
ongoing 
programs

Ongoing Funded 
within a 
Pittwater 
wide feral 
animal 
control 
program

An increase in 
native fauna in 
the Reserve

Fire 
management

Maintain 
appropriate 
fi re regime

Natural 
Resources 
and bushfi re 
services

Ongoing Staff time Safe fuel 
levels and 
biodiversity 
conservation

Access, 
walking 
tracks and 
recreation

Investigate 
extending 
northern track 
and removing 
unnecessary 
tracks

Natural 
Resources

When funds 
available

Seek 
detailed 
costs

Good public 
access

Boundaries 
and 
neighbours

Encourage 
community 
participation 
and 
awareness. 
Regain 

Natural 
Resources and 
Compliance

Ongoing Staff time Good 
boundary 
and bushland 
interface
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Figure 1.  Land Categorisation

Natural Area - Water Course
Natural Area - Bushland
Natural Area - Foreshore
General Community Use

Refuge Cove Reserve
Land CategoriesLot 2

DP 827733
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