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1. Summary1 

This report outlines the community and stakeholder engagement conducted as part of the 
Renaming Forestville Netball Courts project. 

1.1. Engagement date 

3 July to 16 August 2020 

1.2. Who we engaged 

 

Total engaged 

1,335  

Total submissions 
141 

 

Gender 
 

 

Age group(s) 

 

 

Postcode(s) 

 

 

Sentiment 

 

 

 
1 Community and stakeholder views contained in this report do not necessarily reflect the views of the Northern Beaches Council or 
indicate a commitment to a particular course of action. 

70% 21% 9%

Female

Male

N/A

9% 32% 50% 9%

<25 yrs

26-50 yrs

51-75 yrs

76+ yrs

18%

40%

10% 12%

25%

2086 2087 2099 2100 other

84%

14%

2%

Support

Not support

Neutral

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/2020-nominations-and-namings/naming-proposal-margaret-cliff-netball-courts
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1.3. How we engaged 

 

Your Say 

Visitors: 1,335 Visits: 1,565  

 

Electronic Direct 
Mail 

Community Engagement newsletter: 2  

Council eNews: 2 

 

Distribution: 21,000 

Distribution: 70,000 

 

2. Background 

The Forest Netball Club Committee requested that Council consider changing the name of 
the newly refurbished netball courts at Forestville War Memorial playing fields to ‘The 
Margaret Cliff Netball Courts’ to acknowledge Margaret Cliff OAM for her contributions to 
both Forest Netball and the community. 

3. Engagement approach 

Community engagement for the Renaming Forestville Netball Courts project was planned, 
implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Matrix 
(2017). 

3.1. Engagement objective(s) 

• Build community and stakeholder awareness of the project and the opportunity to 
provide comments (consult). 

• Provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can participate in a 
meaningful way (inform). 

• Identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values (consult). 

4. Key findings 

The majority of comments (84 percent) supported the renaming of the Forestville netball 
courts to the Margaret Cliff Netball Courts. People thought it would be deserving recognition 
of Margaret’s “tireless work for netball”, describing her as a long-standing and dedicated 
volunteer, with a true sense of community. 

A proportion of comments received (14 percent) did not support the renaming of the courts. 
While comments of non-support did not directly dispute Margaret Cliff’s contribution to the 
sport, a number of issues were raised highlighting why some thought public spaces should 
not be named after individuals. This included the: 

• subjectivity of selection processes and determination of worthiness 

• current site being a dedicated war memorial   

• existing name (Forestville Netball Courts) contributing to the ease of locating 

• costs associated to renaming. 

 

https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/community-engagement/community-engagement-policy/community-engagement-matrix-nbc.pdf
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5. Appendix - Verbatim responses received online2 

No. Comment 

1 
A long standing, dedicated volunteer who has worked tirelessly for netball in our 
community 

2 
A strong women with a true sense of community. Incredible to be able to name the courts 
after her and create a long lasting legacy. Here’s to strong women! 

3 
A very appropriate name, after a lovely lady, who has worked tirelessly for Forest Netball 
club 

4 
A wonderful woman who has made an amazing contribution to the sport. I wholeheartedly 
support the renaming of the courts. 

5 
An amazing local volunteer who has contributed immensely to her passion (netball) on 
the Northern Beaches. 

6 Awesome idea very well deserved for many years of service and dedication 

7 
Couldn’t think of anyone more deserving of this. An amazing lady that has given so 
much. 

8 
Dedicated, long term volunteer contributor to our community.  Thoroughly deserves 
recognition of this type.  Great opportunity to follow through. 

9 

Excellent idea.  Acknowledging the long-standing volunteer Margaret Cliff and her 
wonderful contribution to not only Forest Netball but Manly Warringah and NSW netball.  
A lovely lady who is always positive and encouraging and a tireless worker. 

10 
For all of her hard work and determination within the netball community, particularly the 
forest club. Margaret deserves to be recognised. 

11 

Forestville is already quietly losing its identity. Our postal address now comes up as 
Killarney Heights with the same 2087 post code as Forestville. Please lets keep 
something original. 

12 

Forestville is where I was lucky enough to grow up and my Mum Margaret dedicates her 
life to netball here and MWNA. My mum is kind, selfless, dedicated and hardworking. She 
fought for women’s sport and working with other sporting committees in forestville with 
the 5A committee and making forestville so strong in all sports. It would be such a well 
deserved honour to an amazing woman. So many kids were taught by Margaret as there 
coach for netball and umpiring mentor over many decades. She’s a superstar! 

13 Great idea 

14 Great idea, good to recognise service by a local 

15 Great member of the community. Deserving of this recognition. 

16 Great suggestion for someone who has given so much of her time and life to netball. 

17 

I am against the renaming of parks after people as they lose their geographical context. 
When people say "Forestville Netball Courts" everybody knows where to go. By all 
means, install a plaque or something to recognise Margaret. 

18 

I am not in favour of Community venues being named after individual people. Margaret 
may be well know now but in 20 years will there be another long term member and the 
name will change again. A community venue should reflect the area where it is located 
not single out one specific person.  Please keep the original name for everyone's sake. 

19 

I am now in my 50s and Margaret Cliff was working hard for Forest Netball Club when I 
was a kid! I'm sure she deserves this recognition. I now longer live locally but I grew up in 
Frenchs Forest and was a player and coach at Forest for many years. 

20 

I am unsure that this rename complies with the geographical names board naming policy 
which is explicit in not naming places after people who are still alive (as public opinion 
may change). This was updated with the new policy (I know because I worked on it).  

 
2 Comments are published as verbatim and inclusive of spelling and grammatical errors. Clear spelling errors that may be misinterpreted 

are highlighted with (sic). Some minor formatting is corrected by Council staff. 



      
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report 

Renaming Forestville Netball Courts 

 
Page 5 of 10 

    
 

No. Comment 

21 
I believe acknowledgment of a person’s long term commitment to the community in this 
way is admirable. 

22 

I believe that the renaming of the Melwood Oval netball courts to The Margaret Cliff 
Netball Courts is fitting recognition of Margaret's commitment and dedication to netball 
and her community. 

23 

I couldn't think of another person more dedicated to the cause of Forest Netball and 
Netball in general. Without people like Margaret a lot of the Netball traditions and 
professionalism would have been lost. She is truly deserving of this 

24 
I fully agree, and I am happy to see Margaret’s work recognized. Certainly an honorable 
tribute to a valuable member of our community. 

25 

I know Margaret has done a great job with netball and she definitely deserves accolades 
BUT I totally disagree with ANY one person being recognised this way.  There are plenty 
of people who are deserving of recognition- why should just one be singled out?  No 
parks should be named after one particular person. 

26 

I think it is great to name a place after a woman as there are too many named after dead 
white men. Notwithstanding that I don't think we should name parks or public spaces after 
people at all. 

27 I think it should stay as is and keep the name of the local area. 

28 

I think it's fitting for the courts to be named after Margaret Cliff given all that she has done 
for the Forest Netball Club and Manly Warringah Netball Association over nearly 50 
years, and as a volunteer. She is still a very active member of the club and association, 
and it would be very meaningful to all those playing netball to play on courts named after 
her. 

29 

I think it's wonderful that we want to recognise the dedication that Margaret has given to 
Forestville Netball Club and Margaret certainly needs recognition of this, however, 
perhaps if we had planned the Melwood upgrade better with a one club house that 
represents all clubs within this precinct, there could have been recognition of Margaret's 
dedication within this club house.  We could have done this with all the clubs which would 
have united all sporting clubs within the Melwood Memorial Fields. 
Forestville Netball Club has nothing except some storage space in the FKFC club house 
(as does the cricket club) which I think is outrageous.  Is cricket and netball less valuable 
than football, rugby and tennis.  Absolutely not!   Says this tennis player who belongs to 
Forestville Park Tennis Club. 
No one will know where Margaret Cliff Netball courts are.  I prefer to have the suburb 
location with sporting clubs to make it easier to find them and the name represents the 
past and the future members. 
I suggest to recognise Margaret's significant contribution over the years beyond the OAM 
that she well deserves, could be a sign at the courts acknowledging Margaret's 
contribution that all who visit and play at the courts can read and see.  Either a single 
standing sign or a sign/plaque that's attached to the football club house. 
Thinking about this more, why don't we have a sign on the football club eastern wall 
about Forestville Cricket Club and Forestville Netball Club?  Details of the club and how 
to join? 

30 
I think this is a wonderful way to acknowledge Margaret’s amazing contribution to my 
local netball club! 

31 

I thoroughly support the naming of the Melwood Oval Courts, the Margaret Cliff Netball 
Courts. I think it’s a very fitting acknowledgment of Margaret’s many, many years of 
volunteer service to the Forest Netball Club and the Manly Warringah Netball 
Association. 

32 I totally support this renaming, to the Margaret Cliff Netball courts. 

33 I worked with Margaret over many years at netball 
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No. Comment 

34 

I would like to vote “yes” for the Melwood netball courts to be named after Margaret Cliff 
in recognition for outstanding commitment & dedication to the Forest Netball Association 
& Forestville community. 

35 

I would love to see Margaret Cliff acknowledged for her contribution to the Forestville 
community by naming the netball courts in her honour.  
Thanks for the opportunity to have a say. 

36 

Im not involved with Netball, but Margaret's CV is just awesome. Fully support the 
rename which will then provide the community of her contribution to the sport forever 
more. 

37 

Incredible contribution to netball & our community for over 30 years. Respected member 
of our community netball club and generous with sharing her experiences to help us 
progress as a Club 

38 Its a great way to honour someone who's made a massive contribution to Forest netball. 

39 

It's lovely for Margaret (I don't know this lady) to be recognised for her service to the 
Netball community and it is even nicer that she is still around to see it. Often people are 
recognised after they have passed. I have no objection to the re-naming of the Courts in 
honour of this lady. 

40 Margaret absolutely deserves this recognition. Totally fitting and deserved. 

41 
Margaret Cliff has always helped me in my umpiring and deserves to have the courts 
named after her :) 

42 

Margaret Cliff has done so much for netball, the Forest Netball Club and the local 
community for many years. I think this would be a great way to thank her for her many 
years of volunteering and helping shape young girls lives 

43 

Margaret Cliff has made an incredible contribution to both Forest Netball club & MWNA. 
An outstanding volunteer whose efforts have benefited generations of young women 
playing the sport. For Forest she has been instrumental in building the club into the 
association it is today. A tireless Netball ambassador for the area- 
I couldn’t think of a better candidate to name the courts after. 

44 Margaret Cliff is a treasured member of the netball community. Great idea. 

45 
Margaret Cliff is a true giver in many ways to our Netball community and deserves every 
recognition the renaming of Melwood Oval would bring in her honour. 

46 

Margaret Cliff is an outstanding community supporter and has been active in the 
development of many young girls for many, many years, including my two daughters who 
she trained to become strong and confident trainers themselves.  Margaret has always 
been positive, active and willing to go to battle to ensure girls have equal opportunities in 
sport. 

47 

Margaret has been a long time member of the Forestville War Memorial Playing Fields as 
the Netball representative for over 25 years and is presently secretary of this 
organisation.  
Margaret has been a great support to this Committee in regard to sporting facilities in the 
Community,  particularly netball and is very deserving of this honour in the naming of the 
courts.  

48 

Margaret has been an amazing back bone to all the dedicated volunteers at manly 
warringah netball . I have see. Her hard work and dedication as a parent . A committee 
member and a coach . Cant think of a more deserving choice 

49 

Margaret has been an integral part of both Forest Netball Club and the War Memorial 
Playing Fields Committee for in excess of 40 Years.  
Her services to Netball have seen her honoured with Life Membership with both Forest 
Netball Club and the Manly Warringah Netball Association.  She has and still is a 
committed member of both entities. She was also recently honoured for her services with 
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No. Comment 

an OAM. A more worthy recipient of the re-naming of the War Memorial Playing Fields - 
Netball courts, in her honour, I do not know. 

50 
Margaret has been instrumental to the sport of netball and supporting women & girls in 
the Forestville/Killarney Height area, 

51 
Margaret has dedicated years to Netball on the Northern Beaches and this would be a 
fitting tribute to her volunteer service. 

52 

Margaret has given selflessly of her time for many years and worked hard for the 
Forestville and Frenchs Forest community - not just in netball. It's an appropriate honour 
and about time more women are recognised with namings, as so many parks, reserves, 
facilities, streets and buildings have been named after men over the years. 

53 

Margaret has given so much to the Netball community for many years.  She has worked 
tirelessly for the promotion of netball in our community. To name the courts after 
Margaret would be a very fitting acknowledgement of all the work that Margaret has done 
for so many years. 

54 
Margaret has provided significant impact and change within the netball community for 
decades. Always consistently puts in so much effort for the kids and parents 

55 
Margaret has shown to be a valued and respected member of the Netball community 
over a long period of time. It would be fitting to have her home courts named after her. 

56 

Margaret has worked tirelessly and selflessly for Manly Warringah Netball Association for 
decades. She enjoys helping young people to stay active and improve their physical skills 
through netball (and other sports). 

57 

Margaret is a wonderful role model, not just in her generous public service but also in the 
way she conducts herself; I have never known her to be anything but fair-minded, 
positive and encouraging in her interactions with adults and children alike.  The proposed 
renaming the Forestville Netball courts would be a fitting acknowledgement of Margaret's 
contribution to her local and wider community. 

58 

Margaret is an incredible asset to Forest Netball Club. Anyone who is involved with the 
club is aware of her overwhelming love and support for the club and encouraging girls to 
be strong and resilient through sport.  I had the privilege of being mentored by Margaret 
as an umpire, I was given incredible opportunities through her support and her inspiration 
has encouraged me to maintain involvement in Netball, through coaching, umpiring and 
playing. I couldn't think of a more deserving person for Melwood courts to be named 
after. 

59 Margaret is well worthy of the honour. 

60 

Margaret totally deserves the recognition bestowed on her as she has worked tirelessly 
for netball for decades. To have the park named after her is an absolute, well deserved 
honour . 

61 
Much better to retain the geographical name as it assists people with navigation.  
This lady has already been honoured for her service with the OAM. 

62 

My reason is Margaret has already been acknowledge and rewarded for her dedication to 
her sport for which she is to be congratulated (and already has).  Leaving the Name as 
Melwood Oval gives the community a feeling of connectedness to the past and a sense 
of familiarity and belonging. 

63 

My understanding is that the Geographical Names Board do not allow places to be 
named after living people. I think this is a valid rule and prevents competition about 
whose name should be attached to a park, or any other public facility, which can 
embarrass those proposed and or rejected. 

64 
No, we like the old name and keep it as is. The community have known this in the area 
for years. By changing the name we are disrespecting the original people that name this. 
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No. Comment 

65 
only because of  the  costs  of  changing signs is  not  an  appropriate expenditure in  
these times as  when this virus continues  the  council  will be  short  of  vital monies 

66 Outstanding candidate 

67 She is a wonderful role model for our community 

68 Should be called forestville car park.   Why do you let cars park on these netball courts? 

69 Strongly support this proposal to honour a remarkable woman and netball club stalwart 

70 

Such a long and dedicated service to a sport and local community should be recognised 
by the naming of the netball courts where her work started and continued.  Strongly 
recommend, as I'm sure the Northern Beaches community will also agree. 

71 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to renaming the netball courts on Melwood 
Oval. While I am absolutely grateful to Ms Cliff for lifetime of community service I believe 
that there many many volunteers who generously give of their time & expertises to many 
community organisations, 
I don’t believe that a public council sporting facility should be named after any one 
person.  My preference would be for the facility to be known as Forestville Netball Courts 
or Melwood Netball Courts. 

72 

The amalgamation of three councils was supposed  to  same us mugs  money. There 
seems to have  been incredible  waste just  in  changing  street signs from showing 
Warringah  to Northern  beaches. In a period  when money  is  going to  become very  
short following the  effect  of  the  Virus , I  am against spending  any  of  our  rates on  
another name  change which will require lots  of  new signs. I am sure that naming the  
courts  Margaret Cliff would  be  appropriate but , like  the proposed  statue re the  virus , 
I believe that our rates could  be better  spent  on  yet another  name  change . 

73 

The Netball Courts are not part of Melwood Oval they are part of the War Memorial 
Playing Fields.  Melwood Oval is the bottom fields where the soccer fields are.  The War 
Memorial Playing Fields is a dedicated war memorial.  A change of name is offensive to 
those brave men and women that died for this country 

74 
There's also Anne Sargent who was Forestville Public School captain and went on to 
captain the Australian netball team for many years. She might also be appropriate. 

75 

This is a fantastic move to honour a person who has done so much for her community for 
nearly 50 years let alone for netball. She also worked tirelessly alongside so many girls a 
lot who are now parents themselves to promote the game and improve the facilities for all 
A true advocate for woman in sport and a fitting honour 

76 

This would be a very fitting and well deserved tribute to a lady whom has dedicated many 
years to both the Forest Netball Club (which I joined in circa 1976 when I was 8) and to 
the Manly Warringah Netball Association in general. 

77 
This would be a fitting tribute for Margaret who has andstill is a tireless volunteer for 
Forestville Netball Club and Manly Warringah Netball 

78 Totally support this. It is well deserved. 

79 
We are part of the Wakehurst netball club and we have seen Margaret down at the courts 
encouraging and teaching young players. 

80 

What a great idea to honour one of the hardest working women in netball on the northern 
beaches. So much time and effort over such a long period of time. She is a great role 
model for all netballers and such a thankless person. I fully support the renaming of the 
courts. 

81 

What is important is that these facilities are enjoyed by all ages and genders.  I suggest 
where possible convertible baskets to include both netball and basketball where possible.  
There is a CEO if shortage of courts in the northern beaches.  Basketball is the fastest 
growing sport in Australia. Our Olympic men’s and woman’s have performed very well in 
recent games and more grass roots facilities are required especially on these c19 times 
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No. Comment 

with numbers are drastically reduced and more space is required not only to 
accommodate more types of games but also particularly where they are multi sex.  This 
is a very efficient Way is seeing the facility being maximised.  It would be surely welcome 
by the inclusive community.  Did you know that Australia has had 5 number 1 draft picks 
in the nba in the past 10 years....can you name the players?   I encourage anyone to go 
down to Graeme’s reserve and watch the kids play on the weekend....packed court 
beside empty cricket nets.  Not being funny at all..where possible light them up.  It goes 
to reducing idle capacity.  Let them play 

82 

When the Forestville netball courts were redone they took away one of the two basketball 
court hoops. When you go to the courts at various times on the weekend there is always 
people waiting to use the basketball hoops (often with cues) and there is NO_ONE 
practicing shooting at the netball hoops. I would like to see two more netball courts to 
have basketball/netball combined posts installed so that the community can get the full 
use out of the hard courts. There are 10 SHOOTERS in a basketball team and 2 in a 
netball team. No one does 3 on 3 netball games but basketball is available to boys and 
girls in small team numbers for casual activity. I have 2 boys and 1 girl and they all play 
basketball. PLEASE ALLOW FOR COMBO POSTS to be installed ASAP. Happy to chat 
or write about this as a separate issue. 

83 

While I do not underestimate the contribution that Margaret Cliff has made to the sport 
and I acknowledge that many other sportsfields have been named or renamed after 
people who also have had major contributions, eventually we are going to run out of 
venues to name. In the future others may have similar contributions to sports and 
therefore would there be moves to rename venues to a more current person. The 
strategy of naming venues after persons seems to be a flavour of the month thing. If 
someone asks me to go to Forestville netball courts, I know they are in Forestville. If they 
were named Margaret Cliff Netball courts - do I go to her house, where is this venue, oh 
at Forestville. They are many other examples of this within the Shire and many other 
council areas for that matter, Walters Gors Park, Ted Jackson Reserve, Frank Grey 
Field, etc but they also need a geographic location. Does the community know who these 
people are and what their contribution was some years after their demise. There has to 
be some other way of recognising the contribution made by members of society to 
various community activities. The OAM is a fantastic recognition which is location specific 
to Australia, maybe we need an ONBC but wait NBC was MC, WSC & PC. Maybe an 
acknowledgement by plaque, memorial or other at the location would be more fitting. My 
understanding is that there are many netball clubs without courts and they utilise the 
John Fisher Netball courts thereby denying any club stalwarts from having their names 
embedded into a geographic location. Congratulations to Margaret Cliff and many thanks 
for the contributions she has made but  I really think we need another way to recognise 
the contributions made by her and many others of similar ilk. 

84 

While Margaret’s achievements are great I am not in favour of naming public spaces after 
an individual as a form of ownership. Spaces should be community focused rather than 
on an individual. It is an outdated and unimaginative practice that excludes rather than 
includes. I think instead that a plaque on a professional/ community engaged modern 
artwork / display through competitive design submissions acknowledging her contribution 
is a much better idea. If the courts are named after Margaret there is no hope to others 
like children now or in 50 years as they can never change the name. But there could be 
several plaques and artworks displayed that include generations to come. Northern 
Beaches Council is commendably progressive and I hope a more innovative solution is 
found. 
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No. Comment 

85 

While recognition of people's service to the community is admirable and sometimes 
necessary to secure volunteers, naming already recognised sports grounds after people 
makes those locations much harder to find than keeping the existing name. My daughter 
plays hockey at the Frank Grey oval, which is by the Mike Pawley Oval, the Denzil Joyce 
Oval, the Reub Hudson Oval and the Old Reub Oval - all part of the John Fisher Park. 
None of the taxi or uber drivers know what I'm talking about and most of the parents are 
confused by it (oh, you mean the hockey fields by the bowling green in Brookvale - yes, 
the ones near the Harley Davidson shop). I don't know these individuals, I've not met 
anyone at the fields who does and, when I search the council website for ten minutes to 
try to find out, there is No information there about them. If you want to memorialise 
someone, start by writing something about them and why. This is why I don't support 
renaming fields after people but I suggest an alternative.  
If recognition of contribution is what people want, then how about naming the clubhouse 
after that individual instead - this seems to be the best tradeoff to me. 

86 

Whilst I don't personally know Margaret, the re-naming of this fabulous facility appears to 
be in line with wall we hold dear to us and enjoy about living on the Northern Beaches. If 
by a strange quirk of fate this re-naming option falls through due to a myriad of reasons, 
could I suggest the alternative name be, 'Pub Quiz Prep'. Many Thanks. 

87 Wonderful woman and great supporter of Netball 

88 

Working for Council I recently constructed new public amenities adjoining these Netball 
Courts. Margaret was one of the main drivers in pushing for the new amenities. During 
the project she represented the Parks Committee + Netball and was a great help in 
determining the design and assisting during the construction. I noted at the opening 
ceremony how respected she is. 

89 Would be a well deserved recognition for Margret 

90 

Yes absolutely, this is very deserved, she has dedicated Many years of her Life to netball 
in her local community, and still to this day working at the Curl Curl netball courts every 
Saturday. Incredible dedication to her community. 

91 
Yes, everything Margaret has accomplished and been involved with over the last 49 
years has been as a volunteer. 

 


