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1. Summary 
This report outlines the community and stakeholder engagement conducted as part of the 
proposal for a new shared path connection along Aquatic Drive, Frenchs Forest.  

The proposal included a new 2.5 metre wide shared path along the southern side of Aquatic 
Drive and Fitzpatrick Avenue with the addition of three road crossing treatments, parking 
reconfiguration and formalising connection into existing paths.   

Following detailed survey and design, there is now only one crossing treatment included as 
part of this project. It will be constructed at Madison Way will be constructed as part of this 
project due to existing infrastructure, road and budget constraints.  

The feedback collected during consultation indicated a high level of support for the proposed 
shared path upgrade, highlighting the anticipated benefits for all path users.  

Respondents who were not supportive of the proposal felt that shared paths were generally 
unsafe, whilst others questioned the justification for a shared path at this location based on 
concerns that it would not be well used. 

 

1.1. Key outcomes 

 

Total unique 
responses received 

48 

 

How responses 
were received 

Comment form 

Written responses (email/letter) 

Completions: 44 

Number received: 4 

 

Sentiment question: 

Do you support the 
proposed shared 

path? 
 

 

Feedback themes 

Path location. 

Maintain trees. 

Safety. 

Connectivity.  

Parking bays. 

Additional infrastructure. 

 

 

89%

9%

4%

Yes

No

Neutral/ prefer not to
say

Total responses = 44 
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1.2. How we engaged 

 

Have Your Say 

Visitors: 145 Visits: 173 Av. time onsite: 1m 

 

Print media and 
collateral 

Letter drop (Postcode): 2086, 2100, 2099, 
2097 

Site signs: Yes  

Distribution: 267 

Number: 4 installed 

 

Electronic direct mail 
(EDM) 

Community Engagement (fortnightly) 
newsletter: 2 editions 

Council (weekly) e-News: 1 edition 

Distribution: 20,000 
subscribers 

Distribution: 150,000 
subscribers 

 

1.3. Who responded1 

 

Gender 
 

 

Age groups 

 

 

Postcodes 

 

 

 

 
1 Demographic data was gathered by request only. The data represented only includes those respondents who provided this detail. 

79% 21%

Male

Female

Other id.

2% 19% 33% 12% 34%

<25 yrs

26-50 yrs

51-75 yrs

76+ yrs

N/A

25%

7% 4% 4% 4%

56%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

2086 2097 2093 2094 2097 Other
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2. Background 
Our Move – Northern Beaches Transport Strategy in 2019 identified how we can encourage 
active travel to help break the reliance on cars as the main way we travel across our area. 

Shared paths are one way we can achieve this while also providing opportunities for both 
transport and recreational benefits and promoting a healthy lifestyle through active travel. 

The project is funded through the Federal Stimulus - School Infrastructure Program to 
develop safer pedestrian and bicycle routes in the vicinity of schools across the Northern 
Beaches. 

The proposed new shared path aims to develop a safer pedestrian and cycle route along 
Aquatic Drive and Fitzpatrick Avenue East, Frenchs Forest.  

 

3. Engagement objectives 
Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 
 

 provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can participate in a 
meaningful way 

 identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values 
 seek out and facilitate the involvement of those affected by or interested in a project. 

           

4. Engagement approach 
Community and stakeholder engagement for the Aquatic Drive, Frenchs Forest Shared Path 
was conducted over a four week period, from Thursday 27 May to Thursday 24 June 2021.  

The project’s impact level four Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan was devised 
on a single stage approach. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Matrix (2017).  

A project page was established on our have your say platform with information provided in 
an accessible and easy to read format. 

The project was primarily promoted through our regular email newsletter (EDM) channels.  

Feedback was captured through an online comment form embedded onto the have your say 
project page. The form included a question that directly asked respondents for their level of 
support on the proposal.  

An open-field comments box provided community members a space to explain or elaborate 
on their support, not support or neutral sentiment as well as any other feedback they wished 
to contribute.  

4.1. Reaching diverse audiences  
A thorough stakeholder mapping exercised was completed to identify and understand the 
needs of the whole community.  
 
It was determined for this project that it was particularly important to hear from local schools, 
businesses and residents living in the surrounding area. 
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5. Findings 
The feedback collected during consultation indicated a high level of support for the proposed 
shared path upgrade, highlighting the anticipated benefits for all path users.  

Respondents who were not supportive of the proposal felt that shared paths were generally 
unsafe, whilst others questioned the justification for a shared path at this location based on 
concerns that it would not be well used. 

Table 1: Key issues raised  

Theme What we heard Council’s response 

Path location  Questions regarding why this 
location was chosen for a new 
shared path.  

The new connection will extend the shared path 
network within Frenchs Forest providing wider 
paths, safer crossings and greater accessibility 
for our community to walk and ride a bicycle. 
 
The proposed path will provide valuable 
connections to Arranounbai School, Warringah 
Aquatic Centre, local residents and nearby 
businesses. 
 
This project is also in line with our Move 
Northern Beaches Transport Strategy and the 
Northern Beaches Bike Plan. 

Maintain trees Avoid the removal of trees.  7 small trees will require removal as part of this 
project. Council has considered all other options 
and will maintain trees and replant where 
possible.  

Pedestrian and 
cyclist safety  

Concern that shared paths are 
dangerous or uncomfortable for 
pedestrians. 

Transport for NSW Centre for Road Safety 
released a discussion paper on shared paths in 
2015.  
 
The concluding remarks, based on evidence, 
stated that shared paths represent a relatively 
low safety risk.  
 
This shared path is designed to be as safe as 
possible. 

Connectivity  Additional connections are 
required to Wakehurst Parkway 
and how to integrate this with 
Northern Beaches Tunnel. 

The shared path design links to Wakehurst 
Parkway and we are in discussions with 
Transport for NSW regarding an additional link 
to the existing pedestrian bridge and Northern 
Beaches Tunnel project. 
 
Additional shared paths are also being 
considered in the surrounding area, dependant 
on available funding. 

Parking bays Safety concerns were raised that 
reconfiguring the centre lines 
and lane widths could cause 
potential hazards for vehicles 
travelling in this area, along with 

The Northern Beaches Council Local Traffic 
Committee approved the reconfiguration of the 
current parking on Fitzpatrick Avenue East from 
90° (what is currently installed and was initially 
proposed and consulted on) to parallel on both 
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visibility and access concerns for 
vehicles entering and exiting 
Tilley Lane.  

sides of the road corridor on safety and access 
grounds.  

Additional 
infrastructure 

Additional lighting and signage is 
needed.  

Council has included all required signs in the 
design.  
 
The existing streetlighting in this project area is 
acceptable and consistent with similar streets in 
the vicinity.  
Council will engage a street lighting consultant 
to assess the requirement for additional lighting 
at the raised crossing treatment. 

 

Appendix 1 Verbatim community and stakeholder responses 
 
Number Comment 
1 Agree with shared path plan. 

On a related note, thought should be given to how this path can integrate in the future 
with any new paths built along wakehurst parkway as part of the Northern Beaches 
Tunnel project.  Currently there is a missing "safe" riding link between Frenchs Forest 
and the Spit Bridge via Wakehurst Parkway. 

2 Am I correct in assuming that the proposed Road Crossing Treatments will be to allow 
pedestrians and cyclists using the shared path, to safely cross the three intersections? 
If that is the case, then any works at the junction with Madison Way will need very 
careful considerations to ensure traffic exiting Madison Way onto Aquatic Drive is not 
exposed to more danger than currently exists.  The current dangers have been raised 
previously with Northern Beaches council and yet continue to be unresolved.  Any 
works which will impede Madison Way vehicles ability to have clear line of sight of 
Aquatic Drive traffic coming over the hill from the West, would be unacceptable. 
How will pedestrians and cyclists using the shared path be expected to cross to the 
Northern side of Aquatic Drive to enter the many factories and other businesses on 
that side of the road? 

3 Any improvement is welcome.  Issues with existing Fitzpatrick cycle-ways way is 
navigating around the bends in the hilly section.  We always stay on the road - 
suggest provide bike signage on the road. 

4 Awesome 
5 Connecting up to the shared path to avoid the roundabout means a bit of a chicane 

squeezing past a big tree and lightpole that need to be avoided. Connecting up to the 
path to the bridge over wakehurst parkway to bantry bay road would make more 
sense than just finishing before wakehusrt parkway. 

6 Connection to Madison way footpath would be expected. Pedestrian crossing into 
Madison way would be most useful. Upgraded pedestrian crossing at Allamby road 
crossing is needed as the current crossing is not safe enough for disabled pedestrians 
coming from the CPA facilities,elderly and school children. Request the bus stop and 
shelter to remain 

7 Excellent idea to encourage bike riding everywhere in Northern Beaches. Too many 
don't ride because they don't feel safe. 

8 Excellent idea! Makes it so much safer for The Forest High students to ride to and 
from school as well as for patrons of the Aquatic Centre. 

 
Personal details and inappropriate language have been redacted where possible. Spelling and grammatical errors have been amended 
only where misinterpretation or offence may be caused. 
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9 Fantastic to expand the cycling network with dedicated and separated infrastructure. 
10 Fully support 
11 I am in favour of active travel to and from   sports amenities. Thanks Peter 
12 I presume the 90° angle parking bays opposite Tilley Lane will be sealed (tar or 

concrete) and line marked.  It is important that the parking bays are sufficiently deep 
to cope with modern 'utility trucks'.  In making this comment I am aware that tow bars 
fitted to these vehicles currently protrude onto the trafficked area of Aquatic Drive.  If 
they park rear in there is a potential for protrusions to occur across the new pathway 
reducing its size and creating injury risk. 

13 I strongly support this upgrade which i will use regularly to access the Aquatic Centre. 
Connecting existing cycleways encourages safe family cycling. 
Well done! 

14 I would greatly appreciate a pathway like this, as I walk this way daily to get home 
from school. The ground is generally uneven, frequently holding litter such as whole 
cigarettes, and after even mild rain, the path gets muddy and unusable, leaving me to 
walk on the road. It would also largely benefit the arranounbai community to have 
increased accessibility. 

15 I would like to know is a path justified in this section?is there enough foot traffic to 
warrant a foot path? Is this not a industrial area. 

16 If my experience with the Narrabeen lake path is any indication. 
Shared paths with bikes do not work. They are bidirectional, never wide enough, have 
bikes and dogs on leads. I am a regular user of the Narrabeen lake path. 
The bikes are a menace. Go too fast in both directions, often don't use a warning bell, 
creep up from behind, get upset if you are in the middle of the path. Don't share with 
bikes. 

17 It would be helpful if the plan provided more detail on the proposed Road Crossing 
Treatment close to the junction of Aquatic Drive and Madison Way.  What impact will 
the Treatment have on traffic exiting Madison Way onto Aquatic Drive? 

18 Might encourage more people out of cars and using shared paths more than they are 
currently used. 

19 Shared paths are a recipe for disaster.Bikes travel at 20 kph.pedestrians and their 
dogs wander along at 4kph 

20 The Aquatic Drive link between Allambie Rd and Wakehurst Parkway has become 
dangerous for bikes with the increase in traffic flow, including trucks, following the 
opening of the connection to Wakehurst Parkway. The new shared path should 
extend through to Wakehurst Parkway. Where 90 degree parking is available, there 
needs to be a barrier to stop the front or rear of the vehicle overhanging the shared 
path and obstructing it. 

21 The existing "shared path" in Fitzpatrick Ave East is not used.  It has been a waste of 
money, and was responsible for the felling of about 15 lovely mature trees.  Don't 
repeat the mistake. 
Shared paths, when used by cyclists, are dangerous for pedestrians. 
The vehicular exit from Meredith Place onto Fitzpatrick Ave East is now dangerous. 

22 The existing parallel parking on Aquatic Drive (near Tilley Lane) should be kept, not 
removed. 
There are already many 90 degree parking spots on the other side. 
Your statement, "To retain parallel parking on both sides = total of approx. 24 parking 
bays," is false. The proposed shared path does not need to be 2.5m wide - too wide. 

23 The road is currently unsafe for walkers and cyclists. 
24 There also should be signage to indicate to cyclists the need to respect pedestrian 

traffic, such as they have in Canberra (see attached). 
25 This is a essential "missing link" for active transport, and will connect two existing 

shared pathways, and relieve contention on the "on-road" section. 
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26 This is a great project. It will help me get to work on my bike. 
27 This is much needed infrastructure due to the highly used nature of this section of 

road by walkers, runners, and bicycle riders. I would also like to comment that I hope 
the path will be extended to the aquatic centre itself and not simply passed the 
driveway entrance as there is currently no designated/accessible walking path through 
the carpark, which is a concern for parents with prams or children who ride to squads 
or lessons. 

28 This is needed to round out the new transport options created by Aquatic Drive being 
connected to Wakehurst P'wy. It is a natural link up to the super cycleways and 
overpasses on Warringah Rd. And is a natural link-up to the cycleways on Allambie 
Rd. It will encourage more cycling and less motorised traffic around the swim centre. 

29 This will encourage more people to ride/walk to the swim centre/baseball diamonds.  
The current option is an uninviting path or riding in a bike lane next to park cars, 
where there is a danger of doors opening in front of riders.  A shared path is much 
safer for children, 

30 Very good 
31 Much needed 
32 Very supportive. Appropriate lighting would be great too. 
33 With the angled parking bays - would enough space / separation still be provided as 

the large 4WD tend to park close and overhang pedestrian / cycle paths which 
effectively narrow the space. The small concrete wheel barriers are needed to prevent 
vehicles driving too far forward. 

34 Yes please! Footpaths would be great here. 
35 Yes, we fully support the proposed shared path. It is excellent as we have expected 

this for a long time. 
However, the road crossing treatment lacks of details in the proposal. We raised the 
road crossing problem at Madison Way entrance to the council before. Madison Way 
entrance is at the highest point of the Aquatic Drive and it is hard for drivers from both 
side traffics to see pedestrians crossing. It is also dangerous for pedestrians to cross 
from one side of Aquatic Drive to another side of the road at this point. Therefore, a 
traffic light may be required at Madison Way entrance. Kind regards Song 

36 I am responding in relation to the proposed 4 new shared paths and strongly support 
their construction. They will all improve connectivity, access and safety for multi users. 
I believe that the most important is the Addiscombe-Campbell link, which has been 
mooted since 2000 and has twice been 'postponed' just days before construction was 
approved to commence. It is the critical link between the old bike networks of Manly 
and Warringah Councils and needs to be completed without further delays. Despita 
purported soil contamination concerns, it has been used without incident by tens of 
thousands of pedestrians, school children and cyclists over many decades 

37 I would like to register my strong support for the four new proposed bike paths on the 
Northern Beaches. I am a regular user of the existing bike paths and enjoy the 
opportunity to visit the area and spend money at the local shops/cafes. Bike paths are 
crucial for the well-being of the residents of the Northern Beaches through 
encouraging social interaction, physical exercise and increased economic activity to 
nearby businesses. I commend the relevant Council for proposing and hopefully 
building these new bike paths. 

38 Re Ref: 2021/383142 
Dear Sirs, 
We refer to your letter of 27 May 2021 regarding a proposal for a new shared pathway 
on Aquatic Drive from Allambie Rd to the Wakehurst Parkway. 
I write to you on behalf of myself, a lot owner and member of the Community 
Association for Tilley Lane, and fellow lot owner and CA member, Mr Larry Normali. 
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Firstly we wish to say we support any development that brings about an improvement 
in amenity, convenience and safety for all users of the Aquatic Dr. / Fitzpatrick Ave 
East / Tilley Lane precinct. 
As such we are in full support of a shared cycle and pathway along the southern side 
of Aquatic Drive. 
However we wish to raise the following concerns with you. We do not support the 
realignment of Aquatic Drive / Fitzpatrick Ave East along the 200m strip adjacent to 
Tilley Lane and change to on-street parking. 
Aquatic Drive already narrows at the Fitzpatrick Ave end, where it has to 
accommodate; 
1/ new large volumes of traffic since opening on to Wakehurst parkway, including 
many large multi axle rigid and heavy articulated vehicles 
2/ relative high speeds of through traffic, there is no doubt the speed is much faster on 
Fitzpatrick Ave East now as familiarity grows. 
3/ 90 degree parking adjacent to Tilley Lane 
4/ entry and departure egress for Tilley Lane 
To propose removing much needed parking and narrow the road even further at this 
point will definitely add to the risk and safety along this tight strip of road. 
It is already an area requiring caution, particularly given the frequency of through 
traffic including significant heavy vehicles and the turn in and departure from Tilley 
Lane from both directions. Please note Tilley Lane itself is particularly narrow, so 
incoming vehicles including semi trailers with 40 foot containers have to carefully 
negotiate their approach and departure angle. They already sprawl across the whole 
width of Fitzpatrick Ave to make the turn. This is dangerous, high risk and a major 
concern for regular users and visitors to Tilley Lane.  
It is already an accident waiting to happen and will be a matter of when not if, if the 
road is to be modified as proposed. To restrict the road access even further is a 
significant impact both in safety and potential commercial values. 
Also a new substantial private hospital is about to commence construction at Lot 11 
Tilley Lane which will place more pressure on traffic and parking. 
Both Larry and myself have walked and studied the strip and adjacent bush area 
where the path is proposed. Please see pics attached of various angles and vehicle 
movements.  
Our recommendations are: 
1/ Leave Fitzpatrick Ave width and alignment as is or make it wider, and apply critical 
centre line and curb/parking line-marking to assist all road users. As is done at the 
eastern end of Aquatic Drive. 
2/ Leave the current parallel on-street parking and add the additional proposed 
parallel parking to the west of Tilley Lane. This allows for future growth and amenity to 
the business operators in Tilley Lane and the Dell buildings accessed from Aquatic Dr. 
3/ Retain the current 90 degree parking, in its current location, but add a new bitumen 
top surface and add parking bay lines. 
4/ Locate the bicycle path further south by several metres. There are no large trees in 
the way. There is plenty of space available in the bush to move the path several 
metres south for the 200m length along Fitzpatrick Ave. (Please see pic 11). This can 
be developed into a pleasant, broad and safe convenience for pedestrians and 
cyclists, whilst not imposing and restricting traffic flow and safe parking options. 
In summary Aquatic Drive is a broad and busy road from the Allambie Rd end, and 
now accessing Wakehurst Parkway, with many diverse users. As you travel west 
bound it remains wide with good visibility. However to propose to take it at its 
narrowest point adjacent to Tilley Lane, and realign it further off centre and vere it 
through two awkward dog-legs immediately adjacent to 90 degree parking bays and 
the tight access of Tilley Lane is a backward and ultimately dangerous proposal. 
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If Aquatic drive had been made a through road from decades ago it would never have 
been designed with such constraints at the Fitzpatrick Ave end. Now is the time to 
make good, and correct the deficiencies and safety issues, not make it worse. 
The Tilley Lane precinct continues to grow with new businesses moving in all the time. 
Council's recent placement of 8P parking has greatly assisted a fair use of available 
parking. We would like to see further improvements that add amenity and 
convenience to the community hence our desire to work with Council on this. 
Please accept our concerns with the utmost sincerity. Both Mr Normali and myself are 
available at any time to meet with Council Officers and Engineers to inspect the site 
and discuss these concerns in-situ. 
We thank you for the opportunity to express our views and await your further contact 
Thank you and regards 
Rod Kearns 
22/8 Tilley Lane  
mb 0418 644 677 

*Respondents who did not provide written comment have been excluded from the above list. Any 
sentiment responses have been included in the sentiment graph within this report.   
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