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1. Summary 

This report outlines the outcomes of community and stakeholder engagement conducted 
between 24 May 2022 and 23 June 2022 as part of a proposal to grant a lease to operate 
tennis courts on Koobilya Street, Seaforth.  

During the public notification period, there was also a request for quotation out (RFQ 
2022/057) for an experienced tennis or sports operator to lease the tennis courts. 

Three submissions were received during the public notification period. One submission 
indicated support for the current operator and wondered why the lease had to awarded via a 
public process. Another submission expressed concern about local bike riders damaging the 
bushland adjacent to the tennis courts. The other submission was an expression of interest 
(EOI) and was referred to Tenderlink for more information on the RFQ process. 

Key outcomes 

 

Total unique 
responses 

3 

 

How responses 
were received 

Submission form 

 

Completions: 3 

 

 

 

 

1.1. How we engaged 

 

Have Your Say:  
visitation stats 

Visitors: 412 Visits: 505 Average time onsite: 
1min 

 

Print media and 
collateral 

Letter mailout: to properties neighbouring 
the tennis courts in the 2092 postcode 

 

Site signs used: Yes 

 

 

 

Number of signs: 2 

 

 

Community Engagement (fortnightly) 
newsletter: 2 editions  

Distribution: Approx. 
22,000 subscribers 
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Electronic direct mail 
(EDM) 

  

Council (weekly) e-News: 1 edition  Distribution: Approx. 
180,000 subscribers 

We also included info about the lease on 
the main page of the Council website under 
Have Your Say 

 

Stakeholder emails:  

Email sent to the Baringa Bush Residents 
Group 

 

 

 

2. Background 

The current tennis operator’s licence for the tennis courts on Koobilya Street, Seaforth at has 
expired. Under Section 46A of the Local Government Act, Council is required to offer a new 
lease via open tender. The current operator may also apply through this process. The new 
lease is expected to commence from 1 October 2022. 

The land where the courts are located is also known as part Lot 133 DP 36412. 

 

3. Engagement objectives 

Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

• build community and stakeholder awareness of participation activities  

• provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can participate in a 
meaningful way  

• identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values. 

 

4. Engagement approach 

Community and stakeholder engagement for the Lease of the tennis courts on Koobilya 
Street, Seaforth was conducted between 24 May 2022 and 23 June 2022. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Matrix (2017).  

A project page1 was established on our have your say platform with information provided in 
an accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through resident and stakeholder notifications, onsite 
signage and a range of Council newsletters.  

Feedback was captured through an online submission form embedded onto the “Your Say” 
project page. An open-field comments box provided community members a space to share 
their feedback.  

 
1 https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/lease-tennis-courts-koobilya-street-seaforth 

https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/community-engagement/community-engagement-policy/community-engagement-matrix-nbc.pdf
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Email and written submissions were also invited.  
 

5. Findings 

Three submissions were received during the public notification period. One submission 
indicated support for the current operator and questioned why the lease had to be awarded 
via an open process. Another submission expressed concern about local bike riders 
damaging the bushland adjacent to the tennis courts. The third submission was an 
expression of interest and was referred to Tenderlink for more information on the RFQ 
process. 

The Your Say page also generated interest in the RFQ. These queries of expressions of 
interest were redirected to Tenderlink for more information about the RFQ process. 

Table 1 below outlines the verbatim community responses and our responses. 

 

Table 1: Submissions and responses 

Submission Council’s response 

This submission is to apply for lease and management 
of two (2) tennis courts located at Koobilya Street, 
Seaforth. [The rest of the EOI is not shown] 

Respondent referred to Tenderlink 
for more information about the 
RFQ. 

How about leasing the so called bike tracks area to 
someone reputable and ensuring that the bushland is 
not further damaged and the bike riders and their 
activities are better controlled 

 

 

 

Submission not relevant to the 
proposed leasing of the tennis 
courts.  
 
The Grove bike park is part of 
Koobilya Street Reserve and is 
public open space designed to be 
accessible to the community for 
outdoor recreation. The leasing of a 
section of public open space is not 
considered to be appropriate. 

I find it disturbing that someone who tries to operate a 
business and has spen thousands of their own dollars 
improving the playing surface of the courts must go 
through this process. I note that I have not seen other 
operators of tennis courts on council land have to go 
through the same process, and they have been able to 
operate the courts they run uninterrupted for years. 
There seems to be little equity in councils approach 
here. Let the current operator continue with his business 
and be able to support his family. 

Leasing of Council land is subject to 
legislative requirement under the 
Local Government Act that an open 
process take place to secure a 
tenant.   

Lessees of Council facilities such as 
this tennis facility are made aware 
of Council’s terms and conditions 
before entering into an agreement.  
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Document administration  

Version 1.0 

Date 27 June 2022 

Approval Content provided and approved by Property Team. 
Responsible manager: Dan Gordon, Team Leader 

Status Final 

Notes Community and stakeholder views contained in this 
report do not necessarily reflect the views of the Northern 
Beaches Council or indicate a commitment to a particular 
course of action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


