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1. Summary 
This report outlines the outcomes of community and stakeholder engagement as part of a 
proposal to grant an easement that would drain water over Fox Reserve, Collaroy to benefit 
41 and 43 Beach Road, Collaroy.  

The feedback collected during consultation indicated concern for the proposed easement over 
Fox Reserve with comments citing the loss of public land due to the easement to drain water. 

Feedback also suggested Council should consider the effects on the surrounding land that 
would result from the easement. 

The proposed easement is for the formalisation and connection of a private drainage line to 
the existing stormwater pipe. This easement will not result in the loss of public land or 
recreational use. 

1.1. Key outcomes 

 

Total unique 
responses 

11 

 

How responses 
were received 

Submission form Completions: 11 

 

Feedback themes 

Loss of public land 

Environmental Impact 

Trees 

Compensation 

Alternative means to drain water 

 

1.2. How we engaged 

 

Have Your Say:  
visitation stats 

Visitors: 691 Visits: 795 Average time onsite: 
1 min 40 secs 

 

Print media and 
collateral 

Mailout to neighbouring residences 

Site signs used:  

Distribution: 13 

Number of signs: 1 

 

Community Engagement (fortnightly) 
newsletter: 2 editions 

Council (weekly) e-News: 1 edition  

Distribution: Approx. 
22,000 subscribers 

Distribution: Approx. 
180,000 subscribers 



 

      
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report 
Proposed easement over Fox Reserve, Collaroy 

 
Page 3 of 10 

     

Electronic direct mail 
(EDM) 

 

1.3. Who responded1 

 

Gender 
 

 

Age groups 

 

 

Postcodes 

 

 

2. Background 
A Stormwater Drainage application (S68A2022/0003) was submitted to Council in March 2022 
to propose outfall arrangements to drain water. Council’s Development Engineering team has 
refused the application for the following reason: 

“The private stormwater drainage line that is proposed to run through the adjacent 
Council public reserve and connect to an existing drainage pit requires the creation a 
drainage easement.” 

Therefore, the applicant has submitted an Easement over Council Land application. 

 

3. Engagement objectives 
Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

 build community and stakeholder awareness of participation activities 

 provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can participate in a 
meaningful way 

 
1 Demographic data was gathered by request only. The data represented only includes those respondents who provided this detail. 
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 identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values. 

 

 

4. Engagement approach 
Community and stakeholder engagement for the proposed easement over Fox Reserve, 
Collaroy was conducted between Friday 4 November 2022 and Sunday 4 December 2022. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Matrix (2017).  

A project page2 was established on our have your say platform with information provided in an 
accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through onsite signage, resident letter notifications, and 
our regular email newsletter (EDM) channels.  

Feedback was captured through an online submission form embedded onto the have your say 
project page, with an open-field comments box providing community members a space to 
share their feedback about the proposal. 

Email and written submissions were also invited and contact details for the project manager 
provided should there be questions from the community. 

 

5. Findings 
A review of the feedback collected during consultation indicated a number of objections for the 
proposed easement over Fox Reserve, with comments citing concern about the loss of public 
land due to the easement to drain water. 

Feedback also suggested Council should consider the effects on the surrounding land that 
would result from the easement. 

Issues and considerations raised in the feedback are outlined in the table below and Council 
responses are provided.  

 

Table 1: Issues, change requests and other considerations 

Theme Issues, change requests and 
other considerations raised 

Council’s response 

Loss of public land This land is for the public and 
should not be just for the benefit 
of an individual 

An easement is a common 
legal agreement between 
Council and adjacent 
property owners to allow for 
the connection of services 
from a neighbouring property 
to services that run through 
Council land such as 
stormwater, sewer, and water 

 
2 https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/proposed-easement-over-fox-reserve-collaroy  
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mains. Easements do not 
result in the loss of any public 
land as they only confer 
rights for the property owner 
to connect underground 
services and do not provide 
for exclusive use or access.  
The proposed easement for 
the stormwater connection 
will be required to be 
underground for minimal 
disturbance to the reserve. 
There is also precedence 
with existing easements on 
Fox Reserve for underground 
stormwater connections. 
There has been no impact on 
the recreational use of this 
public reserve from these 
existing easements. 

Environmental Impact There is concern about the 
environmental impact from the 
creation of this easement such 
as sand erosion and flooding 
occurring in the Collaroy area. 

The proposed easement is to 
connect private stormwater 
into an existing stormwater 
pipe. The additional amount 
of water being discharged 
into the existing pipe will not 
be materially increased and 
therefore will not materially 
increase the existing 
stormwater discharge into 
Fisherman’s Beach. The 
connection to a formal 
stormwater system will 
improve overland flow 
running from the property 
across Fox Reserve. 

Trees Concern about the impact on the 
nearby Norfolk trees 

A condition of consent for the 
Development Approval 
(DA2019/1522) is that all 
trees in the Reserve must be 
protected.  

Council has assessed the 
location of the easement with 
the location of the 
surrounding trees. Due to the 
distance from the easement 
pipes, there will be no impact 
to trees in the reserve.  

Compensation The one-time compensation 
payment is not comparable to the 

The applicant is required to 
pay compensation to Council 
based on the impact of the 
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future needs of the reserve for 
the community. 

proposed easement on the 
current value of the reserve. 
The compensation fee to be 
paid would contribute to the 
ongoing maintenance and 
upgrade of Northern 
Beaches’ parks and 
reserves.  

The easement does not 
confer exclusive access to 
the Reserve and after the 
pipes are installed and the 
applicant restores the 
Reserve, current use can be 
resumed. 

Alternative means to 
drain water 

There should be other means for 
the property to drain water other 
than through public land 

The approved Development 
Application (DA2019/1522) 
included a condition for 
stormwater disposal to a 
level spreader system. 

However, certain weather 
events raised some issues 
with the above approach. 

To seek an alternative 
solution to drain water, the 
applicant has proposed a 
private stormwater drainage 
line through Fox Reserve and 
connection to the existing 
drainage pit. 
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Appendix 1 Verbatim community and stakeholder responses 
 
Number Submission 
1 I am someone who walks in this area and has so for years. 

Will the easement impact the norfolk pines and native trees already on the slope of the 
proposed area and cause them damage? 
The section infront of the properties has 2 large norfolk and 1 small norfolk thats roots 
go into the proposed easement area. Also there already is so much beach erosion in 
that location that the area where the easment is to be granted will remove all the 
current plant growth that is holding the sand there. It would take well over a year for 
that to regrow and in that time there will be an increase in sand/ beach erosion 
because of it. 
Considering the owners have so much land already why ruin the natural habitat, why 
does the drainage have to go to this location? 
It will ruin the area permanently if the easment if granted 

2 Propose Easement over Fox Reserve, Collaroy.  
 
I’ve grew up at xx xxxxxxxxxx xxx, Collaroy with my family and now visit my parents 
often to this beautiful place and community.  
 
Due to my upbringing in the “basin” area - walks to Long Reef, swims, windsurfing and 
diving/snorkelling at the back on Collaroy pool and basin area – I chose to study 
Marine Science at Sydney University (majoring in Sedimentology / Oceanography and 
Applied Maths) so I could contribute to the regeneration and restoration of the natural 
world – that was grounded in science. A lofty vision at the time, but one I have pursued 
in my career.  
 
I am now Managing Director of the xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxxx which engages in 
campaigns and investments that help shape a more sustainable future. We support 
initiatives that will lead to pollution reduction and natural ecosystem regeneration.  
 
Hence, as a Marine Scientist, a conservationist and a passionate local - I strongly 
object to the proposed easement over Fox Reserve, Collaroy for the following reasons: 
- 
 
• The proposed drainage of the storm water in this area will further degrade the 
natural ecosystem. Over the last 40 years Fox Reserve has already seen overreach in 
vegetation clearing and cliff destruction. I welcome the stairs that have been 
constructed to protect the cliff face, but more must be done to enhanced and restored 
this area rather than see proposals such as these which benefits a few “prime 
homeowners” and not the whole community for generations to come. 
• The atheistic of the park would be compromised for all users (now and in the 
future) of the Reserve; and  
• The “payment of compensation” to the council is short-lived by any measurement 
that is applied to nature for decades to come. This needs to be accounted for, as many 
decisions are made for a decade at most – without due compensation given to 
generations.  
 
I am happy to provide any further detials.  
 

 
Personal details and inappropriate language have been redacted where possible. Spelling and grammatical errors have been amended 
only where misinterpretation or offence may be caused. 
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xxxx xxxxxxx 
Ph: xxxx xxx xxx 

3 I am very much against the proposal to put an easement in Fox Park for the filling 
reason;- 
1) The problem with the water was caused by the removal of the cliff by the 
developers. We all saw this coming as they bulldozed the rock to below sea level at 
lot41. Therefore as, 
2)the developer created the problem they have the responsibility to solve it on there 
own land, NOT ON PUBLIC LAND making the easement would be the Councils 
problem for ever.  
3) Problems with the easement would increase with time, creating increased expense 
for the Council. No amount of compensation now will cover the future expenses 
money.  
4) where the easement is planed is in a dip and will become water logged. This is 
where we  sit/lie.   
Being a Scientist I understand the problems the easement will cause and my objection 
are based on Scientific Knowledge. 
I know the spot where the easement is planned and my family xxxxx have lived xxxxx 
very close to Fox Park xxxxx. And that spot is we sit/lie, picnic often on a daily basic. 
I would find it very irresponsible of the Council to allow this easement.  
Kind Regards, 
xxxxxxx xxxxxxx 

4 No submission recorded 
5 1. It seems odd that an easement was necessary prior to the xxxxxx.  Why is it 

necessary now? 
2. It also has all the hallmarks of very rich people throwing their weight around and 
getting a benefit that would not be provided to less influencial people. 
3. There is precious little open space which is available to the public, and the reduction 
of such space, however small, for the benefit of private individuals should not be 
permitted by the Council. 
4. Why was the stormwater situation not resolved as part of the DA process.  To be 
considering it now smacks of incompetence or arrogance. 
5. I am strongly against the Council granting this easement.  Let the xxxxxxxx sort their 
own water drainage on their very large property. 

6 I do not support this proposal. 
 
Public space is slowly being eroded away by property owners. 
This is a limited resource and once gone is gone for good. 
This is a short-term gain for the current property owners (until they sell it), 
but the public space should be preserved for future generations. 
 
xxxx xxxxx, Collaroy 

7 I oppose the proposed grant of an easement over Council's Community Land known 
as Fox Reserve (Lot 2 DP 566490).  The declared purpose of the easement to provide 
stormwater drainage seeks to permanently deny the public access and/or ammenity 
within Fox reserve in order to provide a solution to a private issue. The stormwater 
issues for 41 and 43 Beach Road (Lots 1/DP300846 and 7/DP7391) are issues 
inhereint to and created by the developer of the site and there is no justification for 
council to permit public funds and amenity to be impacted to resolve an issue that 
could and should have been resolved on the developer's site at the developer's 
expense.  Had the developer taken adequate steps within the original design of their 
developments to address the stormwater runoff issues then there would be no need for 
access to public land to resolve their issue.  It is not fair that (a) the community access 
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and amenity at the site will be impacted, (b) that it will be a permanently impact, and 
(c) that the fragile nature of the natural sands, dunes and hillside leading to the upper 
portion of the reserve to the east of the developer's lots will be impacted by the works.  
Consequently I oppose this proposed easement.  
xxxx xxxxxxx, xxxx-xxx-xxx 

8 I do not consider that an easement on public land should be necessary.  When 
developing private land, it seems reasonable to me that all works necessary for 
drainage are completed ON the private land.  If there is inadequate land space 
available for dealing with associated drainage issues then it seems sensible that the 
development plans be adjusted to create the necessary space, rather than seeking to 
take this space from public land.  I was unable to find any information which explained 
why the drainage works could not be completed on their own land, and why public land 
should be accessed.  The land proposed for the easement is a highly sensitive and 
unstable dune area, and it seems sensible to me that this land be left undisturbed and 
the required drainage issues be dealt with on the private property.  If this development 
sought to secure a drainage easement over a neighbouring private property, I doubt 
that it would be granted.  Therefore the same principles should apply to public land. 

9 I object to the drainage easement 
The building site was very heavily excavated well below the existing topography of the 
land. 
The proposal to drain storm water onto Fox park via an easement only will increase the 
likelihood of the area being flooded.  The proposed exit of the storm water is sited in a 
dip of the existing land and would not easily drain away with the result of pools of 
water.  This would seriously impact on the existing amenity. 
I therefore strongly oppose the granting of the easement 

10 Dear Sir/ Madam, 
The proposal to gain an easement in an area that is subject to intermittent inundation 
now would appear to be completely unsustainable in the future. 
 
The requirement from council to deal with water retention and removal from a site 
would have been dealt with at the time of the proposal. This seems very late in the 
scheme of works to be proposing an alternative for water disposal from the site. 
 
The planned works would be, in the fullness of time subject to further inundation. It 
does not seem to me to be appropriate for council to be allowing any building closer to 
the ocean. The inadvisability of this is demonstrated by the sea wall building on the 
beach. 
 
Regards, 
xxxxx xxxxxxxx 

11 As a local resident I am very concerned about this encroachment onto an already 
threatened foreshore due to sea level rise and global warming. Does this also cause 
disturbance to an already threatened and at risk beachfront? 
Why can’t the storm water be disposed of in the usual means? 
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