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1. Summary 

This report outlines the outcomes of community and stakeholder engagement on the review of 
the Pesticide Use Notification Plan. The community was invited to make submissions on the 
plan, which deals with the statutory notification of pesticide use by Council. We received a 
strong response from the community with 33 submissions via our Your Say webpage and 12 
emails, of which one was a duplicate submission. 

The feedback collected during consultation indicated there is concern among the community 
about the use of pesticides in general.  The concerns relate to both environmental impact as 
well as community and personal safety.  Council shares the concern and applies an Integrated 
Pest Management approach, whereby a variety of non-chemical methods are utilised, to 
reduce pesticide use.   

Pesticides are, however, an important component of our pest management programs and 
greatly assist in being able to meet community needs and expectations in relation to public 
open spaces, facilities and natural areas.  We have processes and practices in place to 
ensure that our use of pesticides is undertaken as safely as possible, with minimal 
environmental harm, and in accordance with relevant legislation. 

Respondents were supportive of being notified of pesticide usage to allow them to make 
informed decisions about the use of Council assets and public spaces.  Feedback suggested 
Council should consider some improvements, including better signage and broader use of 
options like social media for notification of pesticide use.  Submissions also requested use of 
some additional notification options as well as providing additional information on pesticides. 

 

1.1 Key outcomes 

 

Total unique 
responses 

44* 

 

How responses 
were received 

Submission form 

Written responses (email/letter) 

Completions: 33 

Number received: 13 

 
*Duplication existed between online submissions and email responses. Duplicated submissions were only counted once. 
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2 Background 

Under the provisions of the NSW Pesticides Regulation 2017 (the Regulation), Council is 
mandated to provide advance notice of pesticide applications in public spaces. This entails the 
development of a Pesticide Use Notification Plan outlining how the public will be informed 
about such pesticide usage.  
 
This new plan seeks to streamline the notification practices employed by the former Manly, 
Pittwater, and Warringah Councils. The Pesticides Use Notification Plan and outcomes of 
community engagement will be presented to Council. 

 

3 Engagement objectives 

The purpose of community engagement on this project was to inform the community about the 
new, streamlined Pesticide Use Notification Plan. Specifically, the focus was on seeking 
feedback solely pertaining to the Pesticide Use Notification Plan, rather than soliciting general 
feedback on pesticides and pesticide usage by Council. 

The community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

• build community and stakeholder awareness of the new Pesticide Use Notification 
Plan. 

• provide accessible information, via multiple channels, so community and stakeholders 
can participate in a meaningful way. 

• provide balanced and objective information to assist community members in 
understanding the plan update. 

 

4 Engagement approach 

Community and stakeholder engagement for the Pesticide Use Notification Plan was 
conducted between Friday 25 August and Sunday 24 September 2023.  It consisted of a 
series of activities that provided opportunities for community and stakeholders to contribute. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Strategy (2022).  

A project page2 was established on our have Your Say platform with information provided in 
an accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through our regular email newsletter (EDM) channels.  

Feedback was captured through an online submission form embedded onto the have Your 
Say project page.  

An open-field comments box provided community members a space to give any feedback 
they wished to contribute, including the option to upload larger submissions.  

Email and written comments were also invited.  

4.1 Reaching diverse audiences  

A thorough stakeholder mapping exercise was completed to identified and understand the 
needs of the whole community.  

 
2 https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/pesticide-use-notification-plan  
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It was determined for this project that it was particularly important to hear from sporting 
groups who use the Council playing fields. 
 

5 Findings 

Councils are required to have a Pesticide Use Notification Plan (PUNP) in accordance with 
the Pesticide Regulations 2017.  The intent is to appropriately inform the public about 
Council’s use of pesticides. 

Several responses pertained to Council’s use of pesticides in general, such as using 
alternatives or banning the use altogether.  These submissions were ultimately outside of the 
scope of the PUNP and the engagement.  

For general information however, Council uses an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
approach to managing problems with pests in our area.  An IPM approach relies on using a 
combination of practices and control methods to manage problems with pests. Control 
methods include: 

• Biological control: using virus release to control rabbits, salvinia weevils to control 
salvinia; 

• Cultural and physical control: using methods such as barriers and traps; mowing and 
slashing; hand removal; and 

• Environmental control: planting out with native species, mulching garden beds and 
around trees. 

These techniques are utilised where possible to reduce the need to apply pesticides in public 
places.  Given the significant amount of area pests can impact however, the responsible use 
of appropriate pesticides is an important component of an integrated approach. 

The use of 1080 for vertebrate control was raised in multiple submissions. Council implements 
an integrated best-practice management program to control foxes and follows the lead of the 
peak bodies specialising in invasive species including the Department of Primary Industries 
and Local Land Services who administer all control programs under the Biosecurity Act 2015.  
In the past few years Council has reduced the number of 1080 sites significantly. 

Council is aware of current research around emerging potential control methods such as 
fertility control, genetic or habitat manipulation, the use of non-toxic spray deterrents, 
ultrasonic animal or olfactory repellents, shepherd dogs and sprinklers. To date, these 
methods are either not available in Australia and/or not practical in terms of managing a large 
number of reserves and/or not compliant with the Biosecurity Act 2015 (or the Biodiversity Act 
2016).  Council is willing to incorporate new control techniques should they arise particularly 
where they are demonstrated to be both effective and humane. 

Other chemicals specifically identified in submissions were glyphosate and second-generation 
anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs). Council has reviewed our use of these products and 
changed practices to reduce risk to public health and the environment.  SGAR use is currently 
being phased out and the application of glyphosate does not occur in publicly accessible 
areas.  Glyphosate can be used in areas where there is limited public access, such as in bush 
regeneration, and utilising techniques such as cut and paste that do not result in an off-target 
impacts. 

It should be noted that the PUNP is not the only documentation that controls the use of 
chemicals. Council’s Hazardous Chemicals Program provides the framework for the safe 
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periods and other 
technical information.  
Submissions suggested a 
list of pesticides used be 
included in the PUNP.  
There were requests for 
more detail on planned 
programs and application 
dates.  It was also 
suggested notification 
should be for longer 
periods. 

at the time of use.  We also 
provide product information for 
our planned programs.  This 
can be used to search for 
Material Safety Data Sheets or 
registered labels which are 
publicly available and contain 
all information on matters such 
as use controls, toxicity and 
potential environmental impacts 
or harm.  The plan also notes 
that further information will be 
available via Customer Service 
as detailed on signage and 
Council’s website should the 
public wish to contact council. 

• Information on the Annual 
Spray Program is provided on 
Council's website with general 
timeframes.  Specific 
timeframes cannot be provided 
due to various changes that 
can occur in the program, such 
as due to wet weather.  
Signage on site will identify a 
date range of a week for 
potential applications and is 
updated on site to include the 
actual spray date.  Signage is 
only removed after it is safe for 
the public to enter a site. 
Signage shall be in place at key 
entry points to sites. 

Use more 
communication 
tools 

• Requests included using 
social media such as 
community facebook 
pages, use of marker dye, 
mapping and improving 
the visibility of signage. 

• Multiple communication formats 
are utilised.  Social media is 
identified as a notification 
measure.  

• The PUNP identifies that 
people and organisations can 
nominate to have their details 
placed on a central register 
which would allow them to be 
directly notified of certain types 
of pesticide uses in particular 
places, including near their 
homes. 

• The use of dyes is included in 
the plan, noting it will only be 
used in vegetated areas and for 
certain application techniques.  
They will not be used on hard 
surfaces such as footpaths, 
drains and other infrastructure, 
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and it is not appropriate to use 
dyes in broadscale boom spray 
applications. 

• Pesticides may be used in 
many locations across the 
northern beaches.  The PUNP 
states a list will be provided for 
sites scheduled for 
programmed applications.  We 
will look to include a map to 
also highlight locations for the 
program. 

• Council shall develop improved 
signage for utilisation by 
contractors and staff. 

Environmental 
Impacts 

• Issues with non-target 
impacts were raised 
including harm to bees, 
pollution of waterways 
and other aspects of 
environmental harm. 

• The Australian Pesticide and 
Veterinary Medicine Authority 
(APVMA) is responsible for the 
registration of pesticides, 
including associated labels and 
directions for use.  As noted on 
the APVMA website ‘the 
directions are designed to 
protect people, animals, crops 
and the environment’.  
Following label directions 
ensures we are operating 
appropriately in relation to the 
safe use of any particular 
product, including mitigating 
environmental impacts, as 
developed by the relevant 
experts and required by 
legislation. 

• Council also employs various 
practices aimed at minimising 
any potential off site or non-
target impacts.   

 

During the consultation Council received questions either through direct contact or within 
feedback received. These questions have been addressed in the Table 2. 
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