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2. Background 
Council’s Open Space and Outdoor Recreation Strategy and Action Plan identified that there 
were a high number of playgrounds in the vicinity of Aranda Reserve, Frenchs Forest. The 
plan included an action to consult with the local community to establish if there was a desire 
for the playground to be renewed or removed and replaced with an alternative recreational 
use.  

 

3. Engagement objectives 
Community and stakeholder engagement aimed to: 

• build community and stakeholder awareness of participation activities 

• provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can participate in a 
meaningful way 

• identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values 

• recognise, manage and communicate the needs and interests of community and 
stakeholders, including decision makers 

• seek out and facilitate the involvement of those affected by or interested in a project 

• communicate to community and stakeholders how their input was incorporated into the 
planning and decision making process.  

 

4. Engagement approach 
Community and stakeholder engagement for the Aranda Reserve Frenchs Forest - 
Playground Renewal was conducted between 15 February and 17 March 2024, and consisted 
of a series of activities that provided opportunities for community and stakeholders to 
contribute. 

The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s 
Community Engagement Strategy (2022).  

A project page2 was established on our have your say platform with information provided in an 
accessible and easy to read format.  

The project was primarily promoted through our regular email newsletter (EDM) channels.  

Feedback was captured through an online survey embedded onto the have your say project 
page. The form included a question that directly asked respondents to nominate their top two 
preferences from a list of the following options:  

• Renew the play equipment with similar equipment, to meet Australian standards - 
renewal will include soft fall 

• Remove the play equipment and replace with static fitness equipment, e.g. pull-up bars, 
sit-up station, etc 

• Remove the play equipment and replace with a picnic table and shelter 
• Remove the play equipment and landscape the reserve to create open green space for 

informal recreation 
 

2 https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/aranda-drive-frenchs-forest-playground-renewal  
















